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“In the end, we will conserve only what we love, we will love only what we understand, 

and we will understand only what we are taught”. 

							       - Baba Dioum

	 The much-quoted words of  Baba Dioum form  the fountainhead of  

SOS’s philosophy. The ultimate goal of  SOS is nature conservation. Through 

the dragonflies,  SOS strives to teach, to show the world the beauty and 

marvel of  the winged jewels, so that they will learn to love and conserve not 

only odonates but the entire  spectrum of  nature. 

	 This issue of  Spreadwings offer you a veritable feast. SOS with its 

kindred ‘Thumbipuranam’ has an ongoing association with World Wide 

Fund for Nature (WWF-India) in educating the public about dragonflies and 

its conservation. It is indeed a matter of  honor and prestige that WWF-

India chose SOS to be its partner in the Dragonfly Festival, a role that 

we have fulfilled to the best.  Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director of  

WWF-India (Kerala) gives an illustrative and informative account of  our 

participation in the Dragonfly Festival held throughout India. 

	 ‘Think globally, act locally’ is the fundamental principle of  

environmental organizations throughout the world. We have to take local 

action with a global view of  the health of  the planet. The observations with 

checklists of  the odonate diversity of  Udumbannoor by Dr.Arunlal V T, that 

of  Mathirappally by Renjith Jacob Mathews and that of  Nedumbassery by 	

Santhosh Kumar are shining examples of  local action with global perspective. 

The amount of  data generated by such local studies is tremendous. Such 

intense local research can be emulated the world over. However, it would 

be more exhaustive if  observations of  the habitat and the environmental 
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impact of  development as given by Santhosh Kumar is included in such studies. 

These studies lay the foundation for local conservation action. 

	 Dragonfly watching is fun, everyone will agree. But it can be utterly 

hilarious and lively too, shows Muhammed Haneef  in his tête-à-tête with not 

one but many dragons and damsels he meets in his homeland, Koolikkunnu! The 

humorous write-up veils the detailed and exhaustive study of  odonates in the 

area.  

	 In 2023, it rained cats and dogs in Kerala; it rained odonates too! David 

Raju describes the utter joy of  discovering a new species in Wayanad. One of  

the best photographers among SOS members, Reji Chandran shows how one 

can grow from being a mere nature photographer to a citizen scientist through 

his contribution  in  discovery of  Protosticta armageddonia, a new species. His 

relentless pursuit is an inspiring example for all amateurs, photographers  and 

dragonfly lovers alike.  In the regular feature of  Ode News by Vivek Chandran, 

you get the update on scientific research on odonates in our region. It is a 

matter of  pride to SOS that its members like David Raju, Vivek Chandran, Reji 

Chandran, Muhammed Haneef, Dr. Bijoy C, Muneer P K and Mohammed Ramees 

contributed to 7 scientific papers among them over the last six months. 

	 This issue of  Spreadwings is truly an inspiration for dragonfly lovers of  

Kerala. But it is infectious; this fever will cross the Western Ghats and the Arabian 

Sea. A day shall come when all humans are at harmony with nature. Till then…

            

   

								        Balachandran V

								        Chief  Editor
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WWF-India has five pillars of 

environment education with several 

programs running successfully 

across the country, i.e. (1) Formal Schools with 

Ek Prithvi, One Earth – One Home, and Mission 

Prakriti (2) Nature Connect with Eco-Trails, Cool 

Conservationists, and Dragonfly Festival (3) One 

Planet Academy (online platform) and MCoP 

(Model Conference of Parties of School Students) 

(4) People4Planet/ Volunteering with Bird Surveys, 

Magical Mangroves, Tide Turners Plastic Challenge, 

Observation of Environmentally Important Days 

etc., and (5) Wild Wisdom Global Challenge.

	 When Ms. Radhika Suri, Director, 

Environment Education, introduced the concept of the 

Biodiversity Festival to be rolled out pan India, many 

of us including me were excited as it sounded like a 

different program, in name and in content. WWF is 

renowned for its work on Elephants, Tigers, Nilgiri 

Tahr, Snow Leopard, etc. and hence I was thinking 

the Biodiversity Festival would also be focused on 

one such species, or maybe birds, as we already are 

involved in a lot of bird surveys and monitoring 

exercises. However, to my utter disbelief, Ms. Suri 

announced Dragonfly Festival (DFF), as the first of 

its kind, under the Biodiversity Festival and titled it 

“Dragonfly Festival – for knowing/understanding the 

lesser known”. 

	 My first response to this was “not possible 

in Kerala, because of multiple reasons, e.g. first and 

foremost, I felt the program would not be appealing 

to the masses, second, we did not have any previous 

experience working on dragonflies and third and very 

important, we did not have any internal expertise 

on dragonflies. Ms. Suri was very patient with my 

feedback and assured me that there are national 

partners in the DFF with WWF-India, namely Indian 

Dragonfly Society (IDS) and Bombay Natural 

History Society (BNHS), and encouraged me to look 

for local partners in Kerala to conduct the event in 

the State.

Dragonfly Festival – 
To Make Known 

“The Lesser-Known”
Renjan Mathew Varghese

renjanmv@wwfindia.net
State Director (Kerala), WWF-India
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	 In Kerala, the most successful environment 

education program over the years has been the 

People4Planet/ Volunteers with a wide range of 

Volunteers associated with us from across the State, 

irrespective of age, gender, subject background, 

profession, etc. Dr. Sujith V. Gopalan and his team 

comprising of Mr. Balachandran, Harikrishnan S., 

Adv. Jeffin John, and others have been known to 

us for a long time and have associated with us in 

our various projects and programs, especially, their 

immense contribution towards the project on Post-

Flood Impact Assessment in Kerala on Biodiversity 

for select faunal groups including dragonflies 

supported by Kerala State Biodiversity Board. So, 

we formally invited the Society for Odonate Studies 

(SOS), which they are all part of, to come on board as 

local technical partners to implement the Dragonfly 

Festival in Kerala, and Thumbipuranam as a media 

partner. From then on, there has been no looking 

back and WWF-India Kerala State Office, Society 

for Odonate Studies, and Thumbipuranam joined 

hands in Kerala over the last two to three years to 

take Dragonfly Festivals to higher levels with a wide 

range of attractive and impactful activities, targeting 

specific sections of the society.

	 Dragonfly Festival was renamed locally 

as “Thumbimaholtsavam” and a very attractive 

Pantalu was designed as the Mascot of the event. 

It was formally launched in Kerala in August 2020, 

the highlight of the event being the Inaugural Lead 

Talk by Dr. Subramanian K.A., Scientist-E, and 

Officer-in-charge, Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), 

Southern Regional Center, Chennai on Dragonflies 

and Citizen Science. Adv. Jeffin John talked about 

the proposed Dragonfly Festival in Kerala, Dr. Sujith 

explained the Dragonfly Backyard Watch Protocol to 

the participants winding up the online session with 

Dragonfly Trivia by Mr. Balachandran.

	 The main objective of the Dragonfly Festival 

is to create more awareness among the people on 

Odonates including dragonflies and damselflies. In 

this regard, we invited Volunteers from across the 

State to register with us, not based on their subject 

background, level of expertise, and experience, but 

based on their genuine interest to learn more about 

these ancient gentle creatures and their enthusiasm 

to spread the word around to others by conducting 

seminars, webinars, etc.  In this regard, the Training 

of Trainers (ToT) was conducted nationally with 
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sessions led by experts from IDS and BNHS. 

In continuation to this, State-level ToT was also 

conducted with sessions led by subject experts 

from SOS, namely, Dragonfly Ecology, Habitat, 

and Taxonomy/ Identification. Being under the 

restrictions imposed by the Covid-19 pandemic, most 

sessions were organized online as webinars using 

tools like Zoom, Google Meet, Microsoft Teams, etc.

	 On successful conduct of webinars by Trained 

Volunteers generally reaching out to the public, 

as a second step, we decided to conduct training 

programs for targeted audience, and we approached 

Dept. of Environment and Climate Change 

(DoECC) for Boomitrasena Teacher Coordinators 

and Student Members, Kerala State Council for 

Science, Technology and Environment (KSCSTE) 

for NGC District Coordinators, and Teacher-in-

charges, Kerala State Biodiversity Board (KSBB) for 

District Coordinators and Biodiversity Management 

Committee (BMC) Representatives, and Kerala 

Forests and Wildlife Department (KFD) for Frontline 

Protection Staff. In this regard, efforts with KSBB 

and KFD were fruitful. Three separate webinars at 

zonal-level i.e., North, Central, and South, were 

organized on the Zoom platform titled “Know Your 

Dragons”. We wholeheartedly acknowledge the 

full support of Ms. Reni, Member Secretary, KSBB 

in organizing these webinars. For Kerala Forests 

and Wildlife Department, separate webinars were 

organized at the division-level, South Division 

comprising Trivandrum, Shendurney, Idukki, and 

Munnar, Central Division of Periyar East and West, 

Silent Valley, and Parambikulam and North Division 

comprising of Peechi, Aralam, Wayanad North and 

South. Separate teams of experts based on their 

geographical location were assigned to each division 

to reduce travel time. In total, twelve sessions were 

conducted with the participation of around 476.

	 As part of Thumbimaholtsavam, Backyard 

Odonata Watch was organized through the 

“Dragonflies of Kerala’ Facebook page maintained by 

SOS. People were encouraged to observe dragonflies 

and damselflies from their own backyards or nearby 

preferred habitats like forests or wetlands, record 

their observations, and share through the Facebook 

page with prescribed hashtags. It extended from 

August to October and during the two-month period, 

112 participants took part with 2281 observations 

covering 118 species. The Top 15 Contributors were 

given certificates and prizes as a token of appreciation 

and encouragement.
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	 Odonata Photography Competition was also 

conducted under various categories like “Odonates in 

their habitats”, “Macro” and “Dragons and Damsels”. 

Entries for both mobile and DSLR were invited, and 

evaluated separately, and awards were given.



	 Over this period, many national and regional 

expert talks were also arranged, mostly as online 

webinars, which witnessed enthusiastic participation 

from across the country. Also, SOS has transformed 

from being a local/ State partner to a national partner 

of the Dragonfly Festival.

	 Work on several publications was also made 

during this period including Odonates Children’s 

Activity Book compiled by the subject experts of 

SOS, and Handbook on Odonata Watch Protocol 

compiled by Ms Anushreedha Sivanandan of WWF-

India. 

	 From 2021-22 onwards, a new component 

called Wetland Biomonitoring was introduced as 

part of Dragonfly Festival pan India. For each state, 

it was instructed to identify three or four wetlands 

for continuous monitoring of the Odonates, as they 

are very significant indicators of the health of the 

wetlands. In Kerala, Vellayani (Thiruvananthapuram), 

Kole (Thrissur), Bharathapuzha (Palakkad), and 

Kattampally (Kannur) are the wetlands finally 

selected for wetland biomonitoring. Teams of college 

students from nearby colleges have been invited to 

partner in this initiative and to conduct the on-ground 

survey and documentation. Subject experts from 

SOS are assigned to each team to guide and monitor 

them.

	 In 2022-23, post the COVID pandemic, 

on-ground training sessions were again taken up 

with the Kerala Forests & Wildlife Department 

mainly focusing on Protected Areas. Seven unique 

representative locations were selected for conducting 

the program, Wayanad (high altitude dry deciduous 

forest), Silent Valley (Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve), 

Parambikulam (dry deciduous forest), Munnar (shola 

and grasslands), Vazhachal (riverine ecosystem), 

Periyar (tropical evergreen forest), and Shendurney 

(myristica swamps). Around 350 (50 persons per 

session x 7 PAs) were trained including Guides, EDC/ 

VSS Watchers, Beat Forest Officers, and Section 

Forest Officers with technical and field sessions. 

Separate WhatsApp groups have been created for 

each PA and the trainees have been asked to continue 

their Odonata Watch and share their observations 

through the WhatsApp group and also make use of 

the opportunity to take the help of subject experts 

from SOS in identification, taxonomy, etc. 

Field visit at Wayanad Wildlife Sactuary
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	 Dr Sujith V. Gopalan and his team of subject 

experts from SOS have also been roped in to develop 

a Course on Odonates in the form of PowerPoint 

presentations, videos, workbooks, etc., to be posted 

on the One Planet Academy so that the users coming 

to the OPA digital platform can also make use of 

that opportunity to learn more on dragonflies and 

damselflies. 

The Wetland Biomonitoring is proposed as a 

continuous wetland monitoring exercise for five 

years and it is going ahead successfully with the 

active involvement of select College Teachers 

and their student teams. The data thus collected is 

uploaded onto the India Biodiversity Portal and 

thanks to Thomas Vattakkavan and team for all their 

data compilation, analysis, and presentation. 

The lesser-known, in this case, Odonates including 

Dragonflies and Damselflies, have been made known 

to the public to a great extent made possible only 

through the synergy created by WWF-India coming 

together with national and local partners and each 

doing their bit for these gentle ancient creatures.

The Living Planet Report 2022 clearly states that in 

the last 40-50 years, human interventions in the form 

of drastic land and sea use change, over-exploitation, 

pollution, climate change, and invasives have led to 

a reduction of 68% of biodiversity among certain 

monitored species. Hence, many species need our 

help. Let us join hands and work together towards 

reversing the environmental degradation that we 

have caused and ensure that we live in harmony with 

nature – for People and the Planet. 

About the Author

Renjan Mathew Varghese is a passionate 

Environmental Scientist, with years of experience 

in the field of Environmental Impact Assessment, 

Ecosystem Studies, Geographic Information System 

and Wildlife management. Currently he works as the 

State Director of WWF-India Kerala State Office.

Field visit at Parambikulam Tiger Reserve
12 | SPREADWINGS
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	 Udumbannoor is a village in Idukki District, 

Kerala.  It lies in the western side of Idukki District 

(9.9023° N, 76.8202° E ) at an altitude of 52 meters 

above MSL.  It is primarily an agricultural village 

with large areas of rubber plantations.  The village 

has considerable area under paddy cultivation.  Being 

a village lying very close to the forest, Udumbannoor 

has numerous forest streams also.  The paddy fields 

along with these forest streams provide excellent 

habitat for odonata.  The author has been documenting 

Odonata Diversity of 
Udumbannoor Panchayath, Kerala  

A preliminary checklist
Dr. Arunlal VT
dr.vtalalu@gmail.com

Member, Society for Odonate Studies

the odonata diversity of the area since 2013. 

Various odonata species were photo documented 

and identification was done with the help of 

available literature including The Fauna of British-

India including Ceylon and Burma, Odonata. Vol 

I-Vol III (Fraser, F.C;  1933-1936), Dragonflies 

and Damselflies of Kerala (C.G Kiran & David V 

Raju, 2013).  Various web recourses were also used 

including https://www.indianodonata.org and https://

www.inaturalist.org/

Vestalis gracilis
-sNdn-b- X-W-Â-Xp-¼n-
©Dr. Arun lal
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Table 1.Preliminary checklist of odonates of Udumbanoor Panchayath, Kerala

 Scientific Name Common Name 

 Order : Odonata  

 Sub Order: Anisoptera (Dragonflies)  

 Family : Aeshnidae.  

1 Gynacantha dravida, Lieftinck, 1960 Brown Darner 
 Family : Gomphidae  
2 Ictinogomphus rapax, Rambur, 1842 Indian Common Clubtail 
3 Gomphidia kodaguensis, Fraser, 1923 Kodagu clubtail 
 Family : Libellulidae  
4 Brachydiplax chalybea, Brauer, 1868  Rufous-Backed Marsh Hawk  

5 Brachythemis contaminate, Fabricius, 1793 Ditch jewel 

6 Bradinopyga geminate, Rambur, 1842  Granite Ghost 
7 Crocothemis servilia,  Drury 1773 Scarlet Skimmer 
8 Diplacodes trivialis, Rambur 1842 Ground skimmer 
9 Lathrecista asiatica, Fabricius, 1798 Asiatic Blood Tail 
10 Lyriothemis acigastra, Selys, 1878 Dwarf Blood Tail 
11 Neurothemis fulvia, Drury, 1773   Fulvous Forest Skimmer 
12 Neurothemis intermedia, Rambur, 1842 Ruddy Meadow Skiimer 
13 Neurothemis tullia, Drury, 1773  Pied Paddy Skimmer 
14 Orthetrum chrysis, Selys, 1891  Brown-backed Red Marsh Hawk.  
15 Orthetrum glaucum,  Brauer 1865 Blue Marsh- Hawk. 
16 Orthetrum luzonicum, Brauer, 1868 Tricolored Marsh Hawk 
17 Orthetrum pruinosum, Burmeister, 1839 Crimson-tailed Marsh Hawk 
18 Orthetrum Sabina, Drury, 1770  Green Marsh Hawk 
19 Palpopleura sexmaculata, Fabricius, 1787  Blue-tailed Yellow Skimmer 
20 Pantala flavescens, Fabricius, 1798  Wandering Glider 
21 Potamarcha congener, Rambur, 1842  Yellow-tailed Ashy Skimmer 
22 Rhyothemis triangularis, Kirby, 1889  Lesser Blue-Wing 
23 Rhyothemis variegate, Linnaeus, 1763 Common Picture Wing 
24 Tetrathemis platyptera, Selys, 1878  Pigmy Skimmer 
25 Tholymis tillarga, Fabricius, 1798  Coral-Tailed Cloudwing 
26 Tramea limbata, Desjardins, 1832  Black Marsh Trotter 
27 Trithemis aurora, Burmeister, 1839  Crimson Marsh Glider 
28 Trithemis festiva, Rambur, 1842  Black Stream Glider 
29 Trithemis pallidinervis, Kirby, 1889 Long-Legged Marsh Glider 
30 Zygonyx iris, Selys, 1869   Iridescent stream glider 
31 Zyxomma petiolatum, Rambur, 1842  Long-tailed duskdarter 
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 Suborder – Zygoptera (Damselflies)  
 Family : Calopterygidae  
32 Neurobasis chinensis, Linnaeus, 1758  Stream Glory 
33 Vestalis apicalis, Selys, 1873  Black-tipped Forest Glory 
34 Vestalis gracilis, Rambur, 1842 Clear-winged Forest Glory 
 Family : Clorocyphidae  
35 Heliocypha bisignata,  Selys,1853  Stream Ruby 
 Family : Coenagrionidae  
36 Aciagrion occidentale, Laidlaw, 1919  Green-striped Slender Dartlet 
37 Agriocnemis pygmaea, Rambur, 1842  Pygmy Dartlet 
38 Agriocnemis pieris, Laidlaw, 1919  Indian White Dartlet 
39 Agriocnemis splendidissima, Laidlaw, 1919  Splendid Dartlet 
40 Ceriagrion cerinorubellum, Brauer, 1865  Orange-tailed Marsh Dart 
41 Ceriagrion coromandelianum, Fabricius, 1798  Coromandel Marsh Dart 
42 Ceriagrion rubiae, Laidlaw, 1916  Orange Marsh Dart 
43 Ischnura rubilio, Selys, 1876  Western Golden Dartlet 
44 Pseudagrion microcephalum, Rambur, 1842  Blue Sprite 
 Family : Euphaeidae  
45 Euphaea cardinalis, Fraser, 1924  Travancore Torrent Dart 
46 Euphaea fraseri, Laidlaw, 1920  Malabar Torrent Dart 
 Family : Lestidae  
47  Lestes elatus, Hagen in Selys, 1862 Emerald Spreadwing  
 Family : Platycnemididae  
48 Caconeura ramburi Fraser, 1922  Indian Blue Bambootail 
49 Caconeura risi Fraser, 1931 Wayanad Bamboo Tail 
50 Copera vittata, deccanensis Laidlaw, 1917 Blue Bush Dart 
51 Esme mudiensis, Fraser, 1931 Travancore Bamboo Tail 
 Family : Platystictidae  
52 Indosticta deccanensis, Laidlaw, 1915 Saffron Reedtail 
53 Protosticta gravelyi, Laidlaw, 1915  Pied Reedtail 

 
 
About the Author

Dr. Arun Lal, a government doctor, channels 

his passion towards biodiversity, particularly 

concentrating on odonates, butterflies, and moths.

Tetrathemis platyptera
Ip-Å-³-Xp-¼n--
©Dr. Arun lal
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Odonates of Mathirappilly:
Winged Wonders of a

Local Ecosystem
Renjith Jacob Mathews

renjuuu@gmail.com
Secretary, Society for Odonate Studies

Abstract

	 Mathirappilly is situated within the 

Kothamangalam municipality of Ernakulam District, 

Kerala (10.046597 N 76.612662 E)  at an altitude of 

32 meters above MSL.  Although positioned in an 

urban locale, odonata monitoring area has limited 

human interaction. This region boasts a stream and 

a natural pond, rendering it an optimal habitat for 

diverse odonata species. Its relative immunity to 

natural disasters and adverse climatic conditions 

further establishes it as an excellent site for Odonata 

monitoring. I initiated Odonata monitoring in this 

region back in 2017. Over the past six years, I 

have successfully documented 59 Odonate species 

spanning 10 different families.

Methodology and Habitat 

	 The Odonata monitoring activities primarily 

takes place on weekends, involving traversing 

the stream’s bank multiple times. The monitored 

area encompasses approximately one kilometer of 

this stream, which is a tributary originating from 

Bhoothathankettu Dam, situated 15 kilometers away. 

One side of the stream features coconut, arecanut and 

nutmeg plantations on flat terrain, while the other 

side is characterized by rubber plantations and a few 

residential plots. The presence of shrubs and small 

plants along the stream’s boundaries creates an ideal 

habitat for odonates.  

Ceriagrion cerinorubellum
I-\-Â-hm-e-³- N-Xp-¸-³-
© Renjith Jacob Mathews
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Unveiling Endemic Odonate Species 

	 Continuous exploration of this area revealed 

few Endemic Odonate species, showcasing the 

incredible biodiversity making them subjects of great 

scientific interest. The list includes Burmagomphus 

cauvericus, Agriocnemis keralensis, Macrogomphus 

wynaadicus, Merogomphus tamaracherriensis, 

Microgomphus souteri etc. These findings underscore 

the need for habitat conservation to safeguard these 

winged jewels.  

SL 
No No Scientific name Common Name Malayalam Name 

  Suborder: Zygoptera (Damselflies) 

  Family: Lestidae (Spread-winged damselflies) 

1 1 Lestes elatus Hagen in Selys, 1862 Emerald Spreadwing ]-¨- -tNcm-¨n-d-I-³- 

2 2 Lestes praemorsus Hagen in Selys, 1862 Sapphire-eyed Spreadwing \o-e-¡-®n- -tNcm-¨n-d-I-³- 

  Family: Calopterygidae (Broad-winged damselflies) 

3 1 Neurobasis chinensis (Linnaeus, 1758) Stream Glory ]o-en-Xp-¼n 

4 2 Vestalis apicalis Selys, 1873 Black-tipped Forest Glory Np-«n-¨n-d-I-³- X-W-Â-Xp-¼n- 

  Family: Chlorocyphidae (Stream Jewels) 

5 1 Heliocypha bisignata (Hagen in Selys, 1853) Stream Ruby \o-À-am-Wn-Iy-³- 

6 2 Libellago indica (Fraser, 1928) River Heliodor X-h-f-¡-®-³-Xp-¼n- 

  Family: Platycnemididae (White-legged damselflies) 

7 1 Copera marginipes (Rambur, 1842) Yellow Bush Dart a-ª-¡m-en- ]m-ÂX-p-¼n- 

8 2 Copera vittata (Selys, 1863) Blue Bush Dart sN¦m-en- ]m-Â-Xp-¼n- 

9 3 Prodasineura verticalis (Selys, 1860) Black Bambootail I-cns©¼-³- ap-f-hm-e-³- 

  Family: Coenagrionidae (Narrow-winged damselflies) 

10 1 Aciagrion occidentale Laidlaw, 1919 Green-striped Slender Dartlet \o-e-¨p-«n- 

11 2 Agriocnemis keralensis Peters, 1981 Kerala Dartlet ]-¯n- ]p-Â-¨n-¶-³- 

12 3 Agriocnemis pieris Laidlaw, 1919 White Dartlet shÅ-¸p-Â-¨n-¶-³- 

13 4 Agriocnemis pygmaea (Rambur, 1842) Pygmy Dartlet \m-«p-]p-Â-¨n-¶-³- 

14 5 Agriocnemis splendidissima Laidlaw, 1919 Splendid Dartlet Im-«p-]p-Â-¨n-¶-³- 

15 6 Ceriagrion cerinorubellum (Brauer, 1865) Orange-tailed Marsh Dart I-\-Â-hm-e-³- N-Xp-¸-³- 

16 7 Ceriagrion coromandelianum (Fabricius, 
1798) Coromandel Marsh Dart \m-«p-N-Xp-¸-³- 

17 8 Ischnura rubilio Selys, 1876 Golden Dartlet a-ª-¸p-Â-am-Wn-Iy-³ 

18 9 Pseudagrion indicum Fraser, 1924 Yellow-striped Grass Dart a-ª-h-c-b-³- ]q-¯m-en- 

19 10 Pseudagrion microcephalum (Rambur, 
1842) Blue Grass Dart \m-«p-]q-¯m-en- 

  Suborder: Anisoptera (Dragonflies) 

  Family: Aeshnidae (Hawkers or Darners) 

20 1 Gynacantha dravida Lieftinck, 1960 Brown Darner kq-Nn-hm-e-³- cms¡mXn-¨n 

21 2 Gynacantha millardi Fraser, 1920 Parakeet Darner X-¯-½-Xp-¼n- 

  Family: Gomphidae (Clubtails) 

22 1 Burmagomphus laidlawi Fraser, 1924 Plain Sinuate Clubtail N-Xp-c-hm-e-³- I-Sp-h- 

23 2 Burmagomphus Cauvericus     

24 3 Cyclogomphus flavoannulatus Rangnekar et 
al., 2019 Yellow Paddled Clubtail a-ª- hn-i-dn-hm-e-³- I-Sp-h- 

25 4 Gomphidia kodaguensis Fraser, 1923 Kodagu Clubtail ]p-g-¡-Sp-h- 

26 5 Ictinogomphus rapax (Rambur, 1842) Common Clubtail \m-«p-I-Sp-h- 

27 6 Macrogomphus wynaadicus Fraser, 1924 Wayanad Bowtail h-b-\m-S-³- I-Sp-h- 

Table 2.Checklist of odonates of Mathirappilly

Ceriagrion cerinorubellum
I-\-Â-hm-e-³- N-Xp-¸-³-
© Renjith Jacob Mathews Aciagrion occidentale

\o-e-¨p-«n-
© Renjith Jacob Mathews



18 | SPREADWINGS

SL 
No No Scientific name Common Name Malayalam Name 

  Suborder: Zygoptera (Damselflies) 

  Family: Lestidae (Spread-winged damselflies) 

1 1 Lestes elatus Hagen in Selys, 1862 Emerald Spreadwing ]-¨- -tNcm-¨n-d-I-³- 

2 2 Lestes praemorsus Hagen in Selys, 1862 Sapphire-eyed Spreadwing \o-e-¡-®n- -tNcm-¨n-d-I-³- 

  Family: Calopterygidae (Broad-winged damselflies) 

3 1 Neurobasis chinensis (Linnaeus, 1758) Stream Glory ]o-en-Xp-¼n 

4 2 Vestalis apicalis Selys, 1873 Black-tipped Forest Glory Np-«n-¨n-d-I-³- X-W-Â-Xp-¼n- 

  Family: Chlorocyphidae (Stream Jewels) 

5 1 Heliocypha bisignata (Hagen in Selys, 1853) Stream Ruby \o-À-am-Wn-Iy-³- 

6 2 Libellago indica (Fraser, 1928) River Heliodor X-h-f-¡-®-³-Xp-¼n- 

  Family: Platycnemididae (White-legged damselflies) 

7 1 Copera marginipes (Rambur, 1842) Yellow Bush Dart a-ª-¡m-en- ]m-ÂX-p-¼n- 

8 2 Copera vittata (Selys, 1863) Blue Bush Dart sN¦m-en- ]m-Â-Xp-¼n- 

9 3 Prodasineura verticalis (Selys, 1860) Black Bambootail I-cns©¼-³- ap-f-hm-e-³- 

  Family: Coenagrionidae (Narrow-winged damselflies) 

10 1 Aciagrion occidentale Laidlaw, 1919 Green-striped Slender Dartlet \o-e-¨p-«n- 

11 2 Agriocnemis keralensis Peters, 1981 Kerala Dartlet ]-¯n- ]p-Â-¨n-¶-³- 

12 3 Agriocnemis pieris Laidlaw, 1919 White Dartlet shÅ-¸p-Â-¨n-¶-³- 

13 4 Agriocnemis pygmaea (Rambur, 1842) Pygmy Dartlet \m-«p-]p-Â-¨n-¶-³- 

14 5 Agriocnemis splendidissima Laidlaw, 1919 Splendid Dartlet Im-«p-]p-Â-¨n-¶-³- 

15 6 Ceriagrion cerinorubellum (Brauer, 1865) Orange-tailed Marsh Dart I-\-Â-hm-e-³- N-Xp-¸-³- 

16 7 Ceriagrion coromandelianum (Fabricius, 
1798) Coromandel Marsh Dart \m-«p-N-Xp-¸-³- 

17 8 Ischnura rubilio Selys, 1876 Golden Dartlet a-ª-¸p-Â-am-Wn-Iy-³ 

18 9 Pseudagrion indicum Fraser, 1924 Yellow-striped Grass Dart a-ª-h-c-b-³- ]q-¯m-en- 

19 10 Pseudagrion microcephalum (Rambur, 
1842) Blue Grass Dart \m-«p-]q-¯m-en- 

  Suborder: Anisoptera (Dragonflies) 

  Family: Aeshnidae (Hawkers or Darners) 

20 1 Gynacantha dravida Lieftinck, 1960 Brown Darner kq-Nn-hm-e-³- cms¡mXn-¨n 

21 2 Gynacantha millardi Fraser, 1920 Parakeet Darner X-¯-½-Xp-¼n- 

  Family: Gomphidae (Clubtails) 

22 1 Burmagomphus laidlawi Fraser, 1924 Plain Sinuate Clubtail N-Xp-c-hm-e-³- I-Sp-h- 

23 2 Burmagomphus Cauvericus     

24 3 Cyclogomphus flavoannulatus Rangnekar et 
al., 2019 Yellow Paddled Clubtail a-ª- hn-i-dn-hm-e-³- I-Sp-h- 

25 4 Gomphidia kodaguensis Fraser, 1923 Kodagu Clubtail ]p-g-¡-Sp-h- 

26 5 Ictinogomphus rapax (Rambur, 1842) Common Clubtail \m-«p-I-Sp-h- 

27 6 Macrogomphus wynaadicus Fraser, 1924 Wayanad Bowtail h-b-\m-S-³- I-Sp-h- 

28 7 Merogomphus tamaracherriensis Fraser, 
1931 Malabar Long Legged Clubtail 

a-e-_m-À- ]p-Ån-hm-e-³- -
tNme-¡-Sp-h- 

29 8 Microgomphus souteri Fraser, 1924 Pigmy Clubtail I-Sp-hm-¨n-¶-³- 

30 9 Paragomphus lineatus (Selys, 1850) Common Hooktail Nq-ï-hm-e-³- I-Sp-h- 

  Family: Macromiidae (Cruisers) 

31 1 Epophthalmia vittata Burmeister, 1839 Common Torrent Hawk \m-«p- \o-À-¡m-h-e-³ 

  Family: Libellulidae (Skimmers) 

32 1 Brachydiplax chalybea Brauer, 1868 Rufous-backed Marsh Hawk X-hn-«psh®n-d-³- 

33 2 Bradinopyga geminata (Rambur, 1842) Granite Ghost a-Xn-Â-Xp-¼n- 

34 3 Cratilla lineata (Brauer, 1878) Emerald-banded Skimmer Im-«p-]-Xp-§-³- 

35 4 Crocothemis servilia (Drury, 1773) Ruddy Marsh Skimmer h-b-Â-Xp-¼n- 

36 5 Diplacodes trivialis (Rambur, 1842) Ground Skimmer \m-«p-\n-e-¯-³- 

37 6 Hydrobasileus croceus (Brauer, 1867) Amber Winged Marsh Glider ]m-ï-³- ]-cp-´-³- 

38 7 Lathrecista asiatica (Fabricius, 1798) Asiatic Blood-tail tNmc-hm-e-³-Xp-¼n- 

39 8 Neurothemis fulvia (Drury, 1773) Fulvous Forest Skimmer Xp-cp-¼-³-Xp-¼n- 

40 9 Neurothemis tullia (Drury, 1773) Pied Paddy Skimmer kzm-an-Xp-¼n 

41 10 Onychothemis testacea Laidlaw, 1902 Stellate River Hawk Im-«p-]p-Å-³- 

42 11 Orthetrum chrysis (Selys, 1891) Brown-backed Red Marsh 
Hawk 

sN´-hn-S-³- hym-fn- 

43 12 Orthetrum luzonicum (Brauer, 1868) Tri-coloured Marsh Hawk {Xn-h-À-®-³- hym-fn- 

44 13 Orthetrum pruinosum (Burmeister, 1839) Crimson-tailed Marsh Hawk ]-hn-g-hm-e-³- hym-fn- 

45 14 Orthetrum sabina (Drury, 1770) Green Marsh Hawk ]-¨-hym-fn- 

46 15 Pantala flavescens (Fabricius, 1798) Wandering Glider Xp-em-Xp-¼n- 

47 16 Potamarcha congener (Rambur, 1842) Yellow-tailed Ashy Skimmer ]p-Ån-hm-e-³-Xp-¼n- 

48 17 Rhodothemis rufa (Rambur, 1842) Rufous Marsh Glider -sN¼-³-Xp-¼n- 

49 18 Rhyothemis variegata (Linnaeus, 1763) Common Picturewing Hm-W-Xp-¼n- 

50 19 Tetrathemis platyptera Selys, 1878 Pigmy Skimmer Ip-Å-³-Xp-¼n- 

51 20 Tholymis tillarga (Fabricius, 1798) Coral-tailed Cloud Wing ]-hn-g-hm-e-³- 

52 21 Tramea limbata (Desjardins, 1832) Black Marsh Trotter I-cn-¼-³- ]-cp-́ -³ 

53 22 Trithemis aurora (Burmeister, 1839) Crimson Marsh Glider kn-µq-c-Xp-¼n- 

54 23 Trithemis festiva (Rambur, 1842) Black Stream Glider Im-À-Xp-¼n- 

55 24 Trithemis pallidinervis (Kirby, 1889) Long-legged Marsh Glider Im-äm-Sn-Xp-¼n- 

56 25 Urothemis signata (Rambur, 1842) Greater Crimson Glider ]m-ï-³- h-b-ÂsX¿-³- 

57 26 Zygonyx iris Selys, 1869 Iridescent Stream Glider \otcm«-¡m-c-³- 

58 27 Zyxomma petiolatum Rambur, 1842 Brown Dusk Hawk kq-Nn-hm-e-³- kÔym-Xp-¼n- 

  Family: Incertae sedis 

59 1 Macromidia donaldi (Fraser, 1924) Dark Daggerhead \n-g-Ât¡ma-cw- 

 

 

 

 

Trithemis pallidinervis 
Im-äm-Sn-Xp-¼n-
© Renjith Jacob Mathews
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Conclusion: 

	 Continuous and periodic observation of the 

biodiversity and its data collection guide us to assess 

the health of the ecosystem and the relationship 

between these creatures and their habitats. It again 

leads to conservation of nature and simultaneously 

safeguard balance of our ecosystem ensuring 

sustainable future for environment and our winged 

jewels.     

	 I have been documenting Birds, Insects, 

Reptiles and Amphibians from this location from 

2013. Most of my observations are being shared in 

iNaturalist, eBird and Wikimedia Commons.
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28 7 Merogomphus tamaracherriensis Fraser, 
1931 Malabar Long Legged Clubtail 

a-e-_m-À- ]p-Ån-hm-e-³- -
tNme-¡-Sp-h- 

29 8 Microgomphus souteri Fraser, 1924 Pigmy Clubtail I-Sp-hm-¨n-¶-³- 

30 9 Paragomphus lineatus (Selys, 1850) Common Hooktail Nq-ï-hm-e-³- I-Sp-h- 

  Family: Macromiidae (Cruisers) 

31 1 Epophthalmia vittata Burmeister, 1839 Common Torrent Hawk \m-«p- \o-À-¡m-h-e-³ 

  Family: Libellulidae (Skimmers) 

32 1 Brachydiplax chalybea Brauer, 1868 Rufous-backed Marsh Hawk X-hn-«psh®n-d-³- 

33 2 Bradinopyga geminata (Rambur, 1842) Granite Ghost a-Xn-Â-Xp-¼n- 

34 3 Cratilla lineata (Brauer, 1878) Emerald-banded Skimmer Im-«p-]-Xp-§-³- 

35 4 Crocothemis servilia (Drury, 1773) Ruddy Marsh Skimmer h-b-Â-Xp-¼n- 

36 5 Diplacodes trivialis (Rambur, 1842) Ground Skimmer \m-«p-\n-e-¯-³- 

37 6 Hydrobasileus croceus (Brauer, 1867) Amber Winged Marsh Glider ]m-ï-³- ]-cp-´-³- 

38 7 Lathrecista asiatica (Fabricius, 1798) Asiatic Blood-tail tNmc-hm-e-³-Xp-¼n- 

39 8 Neurothemis fulvia (Drury, 1773) Fulvous Forest Skimmer Xp-cp-¼-³-Xp-¼n- 

40 9 Neurothemis tullia (Drury, 1773) Pied Paddy Skimmer kzm-an-Xp-¼n 

41 10 Onychothemis testacea Laidlaw, 1902 Stellate River Hawk Im-«p-]p-Å-³- 

42 11 Orthetrum chrysis (Selys, 1891) Brown-backed Red Marsh 
Hawk 

sN´-hn-S-³- hym-fn- 

43 12 Orthetrum luzonicum (Brauer, 1868) Tri-coloured Marsh Hawk {Xn-h-À-®-³- hym-fn- 

44 13 Orthetrum pruinosum (Burmeister, 1839) Crimson-tailed Marsh Hawk ]-hn-g-hm-e-³- hym-fn- 

45 14 Orthetrum sabina (Drury, 1770) Green Marsh Hawk ]-¨-hym-fn- 

46 15 Pantala flavescens (Fabricius, 1798) Wandering Glider Xp-em-Xp-¼n- 

47 16 Potamarcha congener (Rambur, 1842) Yellow-tailed Ashy Skimmer ]p-Ån-hm-e-³-Xp-¼n- 

48 17 Rhodothemis rufa (Rambur, 1842) Rufous Marsh Glider -sN¼-³-Xp-¼n- 

49 18 Rhyothemis variegata (Linnaeus, 1763) Common Picturewing Hm-W-Xp-¼n- 

50 19 Tetrathemis platyptera Selys, 1878 Pigmy Skimmer Ip-Å-³-Xp-¼n- 

51 20 Tholymis tillarga (Fabricius, 1798) Coral-tailed Cloud Wing ]-hn-g-hm-e-³- 

52 21 Tramea limbata (Desjardins, 1832) Black Marsh Trotter I-cn-¼-³- ]-cp-́ -³ 

53 22 Trithemis aurora (Burmeister, 1839) Crimson Marsh Glider kn-µq-c-Xp-¼n- 

54 23 Trithemis festiva (Rambur, 1842) Black Stream Glider Im-À-Xp-¼n- 

55 24 Trithemis pallidinervis (Kirby, 1889) Long-legged Marsh Glider Im-äm-Sn-Xp-¼n- 

56 25 Urothemis signata (Rambur, 1842) Greater Crimson Glider ]m-ï-³- h-b-ÂsX¿-³- 

57 26 Zygonyx iris Selys, 1869 Iridescent Stream Glider \otcm«-¡m-c-³- 

58 27 Zyxomma petiolatum Rambur, 1842 Brown Dusk Hawk kq-Nn-hm-e-³- kÔym-Xp-¼n- 

  Family: Incertae sedis 

59 1 Macromidia donaldi (Fraser, 1924) Dark Daggerhead \n-g-Ât¡ma-cw- 

 

 

 

 



-s]mSn- \n-g-Â-Xp-¼n-bpsS 
I-Y-
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im-kv{X -Ú-À -  -sNbvXmte 

imkv{Xw- im-kv{X-am-Iq- F-¶- 

hy-h-kvY- am-dns¡mïn-cn-¡p-¶- 

X-e-ap-d-bn-Â- P-\n-̈ -Xv F-sâ h-en-b- ̀ m-Ky-§-fn-Â- 

H-¶m-bn- Rm-³- Im-Wp-¶p-. ]-u-c-im-kv{X-̄ n-eqsS 

-ssPhsshhn-[y- ]-T-\-§-Ä-¡v \n-c-h-[n- kw-`m-

h-\-I-Ä- \-Â-In-b-h-À- F-\n-¡v {]tNmZ-\-hpw- 

Bthi-hpw- ]-I-À-¶p-X-¶p-. A-§s\ -sXmgn-en-sâ 

`m-K-am-bn- a-\p-jysc am-{Xw- -t^m¡-kv -sNbvXn-

cp-¶- F-sâ Iym-a-d- ]-Xnsb ]-£n-Isfbpw-, 

]‑n ‑s¶¸ns¶ Xp-¼n-Isfbpw- -t^m¡-kv 

-sNbvXp- Xp-S-§n-. Ct¸mÄ- Cu- A-`n\‑nthiw- 

]p-Xnsbmcn\w- Xp-¼nsb Isï¯p-¶n-Sw- hsc 

-sN¶v \n-Â-¡p-¶p-.

    ]-Ýn-a-L-«-¯n-sâ -sX-t¡ A-ä-¯v Xncph-

\-´-]‑p-c-¯n-sâ h-S-¡p- In-g-¡m-bn- kvYn-Xn- 

-sN¿p-¶- H-cp- at\ml-c- a-e-bm-Wv -s]m·p-Sn-. 

a-ªpw-, a-g-bpw-, Im-äpw-, {]-Ir-Xn- `w-Kn-bpw-, 

-ssPh- k¼-¯pw- F-Ãmw- k-t½fn-¡p-¶-, {]-Ir-

Xn-kv-t\ln-I-Ä- Gsd C-ãs]Sp-¶- ̀ q-{]tZiw-.

]-£n-\n-co-£-Ww- X-e-bv¡p- ]n-Sn-¨-Xp-ap-X-Â- 

F-sâ k©m-c-¯n-â- G-dn-b- ]-¦pw- Cu- h-\-§-

fnte¡m-bn-cp-¶p-. hy-Xy-kvX- C-\w- ]-£n-Isfbpw- 

Xp-¼n-Isfbpw- -sImïv k¼-¶-am-Wv -s]m·p-Sn-. 

-s]m·p-Sn-bnte¡v -t]mIm-\p-Å- H-c-h-kc-hpw- 

Rm-³- ]m-gm-¡m-dn-Ã-.

Protosticta armageddonia
-s]mSn-\n-g-Â- Xp-¼n-
© Reji Chandran
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     A-XpsImïp-Xs¶ I-gn-ª- h-À-jw- PqWn-Â- 

-tUhn-Uv -tN«-sâ ({]-i-kvX- \m-¨p-d-en-kväv 

-tUhn-Uv cm-Pp-) -t^m¬- Im-Ä- h-¶t¸mÄ- 

F-\‑ns¡m¶pw- BtemNn-¡m-\p-ïm-bn-cp-¶n-Ã-. 

]qs\bn-Â- \n-¶pw- h-cp-¶- Xp-¼n- Kthj-

ItcmsSm¸w- c-ïp-Zn-h-kw- Xn-cp-h-\-´-]‑pc-

¯n-sâ hn-hn -[- `m-K-§-fn -Â- -t]mImtam 

F-¶m-bn-cp-¶p- -tNmZyw-. k-t´mjt¯m-sS 

B- Z-u-Xyw- Rm³- GsäSp-¯p-.  h-b-\m-Sv PnÃ-

bnse ]qt¡mSv -shädn-\-dn- bq-Wnthgvkn-än-

bn-Â- -sh v̈ \-S-¶- kn-.Pn-. In-c-¬- -sa-t½mdn-b-Â- 

{]-`m-j-W-¯n-Â- ]‑s¦Sp-¯v Xn-cns¨¯n-btX 

D-ïm-bn-cp-¶p-Åq- Rm-³-. A-§s\ -s]m·pSn- 

\n-g-Â-̄ p-¼nsb im-kv{XtemI-̄ n-\v kw`m-h-\- 

-sNbvX- Inc¬- -tN«-sâ Hm-À-a-I-fn-Â- A-en-ªv 

]qs\bn-Â- \‑ns¶¯n-b- B-cm-Pp-jv ]-b-c-, 

Atab- -tZjv]‑mtï F-¶n-htcm-sSm¸w- -s]‑m·p-

Sn-bnte¡v -sh¨p- ]n-Sn-̈ p-. ]qs\bnse MIT World 

Peace University--bn-Â- \n-¶pw- Xp-¼n-Isf¡p-dn-̈ v 

]-Tn-¡m-³- F-¯n-b-Xm-bn-cp-¶p- A-h-À-. A-h-

cpsS ]-T-\-¯n-sâ `m-K-am-bn- -s]‑m·p-Sn-bnse 

F-kv-tääp-I-fpsS hn-hn-[- `m-K-§-Ä- R-§-Ä- 

A-cn-¨ps]dp-¡n-. -s]m·p-Sn- \n-g-Â-¯p-¼n-bpw-, 

-sX¡-³- A-cp-hn-b-\pw-, a-e-_m-À- ap-f-hm-e-\‑pw-, 

]p-Ån- \n-g-Â-¯p-¼n-bpw-, At\Iw- I-Sp-hm-

¯p-¼n-I-fpw- I-®n-\pw- a-\-Ên-\pw- Ip-fn-À-a- 

\-Â-Ins¡mïv R-§-Ä-¡v Np-äpw- ]m-dn-¸-d¶p- 

\-S-¶p-.

	 -s]m·p-Sn-bn-Â- -saÀ-¡n-kvä-¬- F-kvtäänsâ 

ap-I-Ä- ̀ m-K-¯m-bn- H-cp- -sNdn-b- \o-cp-d-hbpïv. 

ap -I-fn -Â- \n-¶pw- -shÅw- \q-ev -t]m-se 

H-gpIn- h-cp-¶- H-cn-Sw-.  A-hnsS km-[m-c-W-

bm-bn- Ip¦p-a- \n-g-Â-¯p-¼n- F-¶- at\ml-c-

am-b- Xp¼nsb Im-Wm-dp-ïv.  A-h-bpsS C-W-

Isf -tXSn- R-§-Ä- A-hnsS-sb¯n-. -s]-s«¶v 

H-cp- Ipª³- \n-gÂ-¯p-¼n- ap-¶n-Â- ]-d-¶p- 

h-¶n-cp-¶p-. F-sâ Iym-a-d- I-®p-I-Ä- A-hs\ 

H-¸nsbSp-¯p-. a-\-Ên-Â- H-cm-bn-cw- -tNmZy-§-Ä- 

\n-d-ªp-. B-Zy-am-bm-Wv A-̄ -cw- H-cp- Xp-¼nsb 

C-hnsS Im-Wp-¶-Xv. h-en¸w- Ip-d-hm-b-Xn-\‑m-Â- 

Team behind the discovery
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I-®n-Â- \n-¶pw- -s]‑s«¶v an-¶n- a-d-bp¶p-. 

IqsSbp-Å-hsc C-hs\ Im-Wn-¨n-«v Rm-³- 

]-d-ªp- CsXmcp- ]‑p-Xn-b- Xp-¼n-bm-bn-cn-¡pw-. 

A-h-cm-Zyw- Nn-cn-¨p- F-¦n-epw- F-sâ D-d-¨-hm-

¡p-I-Ä- A-hscbpw- Bthi-`-cn-X-cm-¡n-.  B- 

Xp-¼n-bpsS I-gn-bp-¶-{X- Nn-{X-§-Ä- A-hnsS 

\n-¶pw- ]-I-À-¯n-.

     -s]m·p-Sn-bn-Â- \n-¶v h-¶-Xn-\p- -tijhpw- 

B- Xp-¼nsb¡p-dn-¨p-Å-  N-À-¨-I-fm-bn-cp-¶p- 

F-Ãm- Zn-h-khpw-. Rm-³- I-gn-bp-¶- Zn-h-k§-

fnseÃmw- A-hs\ Im-Wm-³- a-e-I-b-dn-. R-§sf 

Gsd A-Ûp-Xs]Sp-¯n-b-Xv a-äp- \n-g-Â-¯p-

¼n-Isf Im-Wp-¶- ko-k¬- I-gn-ªn-«pw- Cu- 

Xp-¼nsb A-hnsS-sbÃmw- [m-cm-fw- Im-Wmw- 

F-¶-Xm-bn-cp-¶p-.

	 am-k§-Ä- \o-ï- N-À-̈ -I-Ä-¡pw- ]-T-\-§-Ä-

¡pw- -tijw- R-§-fpsS Isï -̄Â- 'International 

Journal of Odonatology ' F-¶- A-´m-cm-{ã- -tPÀ-

W-en-Â- {]-kn-²o-I-c-W-¯n-\m-bn- ka-À-¸n-¨p-. 

ho-ïpw- H-cp- h-À-jt¯mfw- dn-hyq- N-À-¨-I-fpw- 

a-äpw- \o-ïpt]mbn-. H-Sp-hn-Â- 2023 Xn-cpthmW-

\m-fn-Â- HmtcmW-k½m-\sa¶- -t]m-se R-§-

fpsS Xp-¼nsb im-kv{XtemIw- Aw-Ko-I-cn-¨p-. 

H-cp- km-[m-c-W-¡m-c-³- F-¶- \n-e-bn-Â- X-e-

bp-b-À-¯n- \n-¶p- a-äp-Å-htcmSv Rm-³- -shdpw- 

H-cp- -t^m-t«m{Km-^-À- am-{X-a-Ã- F-¶p-ds¡ ]-d-

bm-³- F-\n-¡v km-[n-¨p-.

   -temIs¯¼m-Sp-ap-Å- {]m-Wn-I-fpsS F-®w- 

K-Wy-am-bn- Ip-d-bp-¶-Xn-sâ {]-Xym-Lm-X-§sf¡p-

dn-¨v (Ecological Armageddon)  kaq-ls¯ Hm-À-

½s¸Sp-¯p-I- F-¶- Dt±iy-t¯m-sS Protosticta 

armageddonia (Armageddon reedtail) F-¶m-Wv 

Cu- Xp-¼n-¡v -t]cn-«n-cn-¡p-¶-Xv. -tIc-f-¯nse 

\n-g-Â- Xp-¼n-I-fn-Â- Xm-c-Xtay\- -sNdp-Xm-b-

Xn-\m-Â- a-e-bm-f-¯n-Â- "-s]mSn-\n-g-Â- Xp-¼n-" 

F-¶pw- -t]cv -sImSp-¯p-.

Protosticta armageddonia
-s]mSn-\n-g-Â- Xp-¼n-
© Reji Chandran
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                  -s]m·p-Sn-bpsS h-iy-at\mlmcn-X- 

k©m-cn-Isf am-Sn-hn-fn-¡p-¶-Xv -t]m-se Xs¶ 

A-hn-Sps¯ -ssPhsshh-[yw- Hmtcm {]-Ir-Xn-

kv-t\lnsbbpw- £-Wn-¡p-¶p-ïv. At§m«p-Å- 

Hmtcm bm-{X-bn-epw- {]-Ir-Xn-bp-am-bn- H-cm-ß-

_‑Ôw- h-f-À-̄ nsbSpt¡ï-Xv A-Xym-h-iy-am-Wv. 

-s]mSn- \n-g-Â-¯p-¼n-bpsS imkv{Xo-b- \m-aw- 

kqNn-¸n-¡p-¶-Xv -t]‑m-se {]m-Wn-h-À-¤-§-fpsS 

kw-c-£-Ww- \‑mw- K-ucht¯msS ImtWï-Xpïv.  

Xp-¼n-I-f-S-¡-ap-Å- {]m-Wn-Isfbpw- \-ap-¡v 

kw-c-£n-¡m-\m-bmte {]-Ir-Xn-kw-c-£Ww- 

A-Xn-sâ ]q-À-W-X-bnte-s¡¯p-I-bp-Åq-.
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	 a-\p-jy-cpsS -t^m-t«m F-Sp-¡p-¶-XmWv 

-sXmgn-Â- F-¦n-epw- -sdPn- N-{µ-³- G-ä-hpw- IqSp-

X-Â- F-Sp-̄ n-«p-Å-Xv Xp-¼n-I-fpsS -t^m-t«mI-Ä- 

B-bn-cn-¡pw-.  -tIc-f-¯nse Xs¶ G-ä-hpw- 

anI-¨- Xp-¼n- -t^m-t«m{Km-^-À-am-cn-Â- H-cm-fm-Wv 

-sdPn- N-{µ-³-.

Habitat of Protosticta armageddonia



h-b-\m-«n-Â- \ns¶mcp- 
am-Wn-Iyw-

David Raju
davidraju2007@gmail.com

Executive Member, Society for Odonate Studies

	 {]-Ir-Xn-\n-co-£-Ww- Xp-S-§n-b-Im-ew- 

-sXm«v Xp-¼n-ItfmSv A-S-§m-̄ - Bthi-am-Wv. 

-tIc-f-̄ n-Â- h-fsc Np-cp-¡w- Kthj-I-À- am-{Xw- 

Xp-¼n-I-fn-Â- Xm-Â-]-cyw- Im-Wn-¨n-cp-¶- Im-e-

¯pw- Rm-³- Xp-¼n-Isf -tXSn- A-e-ªn-«p-ïv, 

Im-Sp-I-fn-Â-, Ip-¶p-I-fn-Â-, h-b-ep-I-fn-Â-. F-¶pw- 

a-\-Ên-Â- kq-£n-¨n-cp-¶- c-l-kym-`n-em-j-am-

bn-cp-¶p-, B-cpw- Isï¯m-¯- H-cp- Xp-¼nsb 

Isï¯n- im-kv{X-¯n-\v kw-`m-h-\- -sN¿-

Ww- F-¶-Xv. B- B-{K-l-k -̂eo-I-c-W-̄ n-sâ 

I-Y-bm-Wv C-hnsS ]-d-bm-³- -t]mIp-¶-Xv...

	 2022 October 14 \v B-Wv kp-lr-̄ v Dtajpw- 

`m-cy- B-jv\-bpw- a-I-³- lr-Z-bpw- h-b\‑m«nse 

]qt¡mSv X-Sm-Iw- kµ-À-in-¡ms\¯nb-Xv. 

A-hnsS -sh v̈ F-Sp-̄ - H-cp- Xp-¼n-bpsS -t^m-t«m 

A-hsc\n-¡v A-b-¨p- X-¶p-.  AsXmcp- Ruby-

tailed Hawklet (Epithemis mariae) BsW¶v 

Rm-³- a-dp-]-Sn- A-b-¨p-. ]-Ýn-a-L-«-¯n-Â- 

D-S-\o-fw- Im-Ws¸Sp-¶- Cu- am-Wn-Iy-¯n-\v 

Xo¡dp-¸-³- F-¶m-Wv a-e-bm-f-¯n-Â- -t]cv. 		

]n-¶o-Sv Rm-\nsXsâ ̀ m-cy- A-\-Lsb Im-Wn-̈ p-, 

""t\m¡v , Dtajn-\v ]qt¡mSv \n-¶v Ruby-tailed 

Hawklet -s\ In-«n-.'' A-\-L-bv¡v  Bthi-ambn-. 

Ipsd Im-e-am-bn- Im-W-Wsa¶pw- -t^m-t«m 

F-Sp-¡-Wsa¶pw- A-h-Ä-¡v B-{Kl-ap-Å- H-cp- 

Xp-¼n-bm-bn-cp-¶p- Xo-¡-dp-¸-³-. R-§-Ä- Xm-a-

kn-¡p-¶-Xv ]qt¡mSn-\-Sp-¯p-Å- e-¡n-Sn-bn-Â- 

B-b-Xn-\m-Â- -thKw- h-ïn- F-Sp-¯v At§m«v 

]m-ªp- -sN¶p-.

	 A-hnsS -sN¶v Ip-d-¨v Xo-¡-dp-¸-·msc 

I-ïv Ipsd-tb-sd -t^m-t«m-sbSp-¯v Xn-cnsI 

h-¶p-. A-¶v cm-{Xn- -t^m-t«mkv I-¼yq-«-dn-Â- 

F-Un-äv -sNbvXp- -sImïn-cn-¡pt¼mgm-Wv Cu- 

Xp-¼n-I-Ä-¡v Nn-e- hy-Xym-k§-Ä- D-f-f-Xv Fsâ 

{i-²-bn-Â- -s]Sp-¶-Xv.

	 Cu-bn-\w- Xp-¼n-I-fpsS i-co-c-¯n-Â- 

km[mc-W- Im-Ws¸Sm-dp-Å- a-ª-h-c-I-Ä- R-§-Ä- 

F-Sp-¯- -t^m-t«mI-fn-Â- Im-Wm-\n-Ãm-bn-cp-¶p-. 

Epithemis wayanadensis  
h-b-\m-S-³- Xo-¡-dp-¸-³-
© Vivek Chandran
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R-§-Ä- 8-10 F-®w- (individuals) Xp-¼n-I-fpsS 

-t^m-t«m F-Sp-¯-h-bnsem¶n-epw- Cu- h-c-I-Ä- 

C-Ãm-bn-cp-¶p-. Iq-SmsX C-Xnsâ hm-Â-  ap-³-]v 

-tIc-f-¯nsâ ]-e- `m-K-§-fn-Â- \n-¶pw- I-ïn-

«p-Å- CtXbn-\w- Xp-¼n-Isf¡m-fpw- h-fsc 

I-Sp-¯- I-dp-¯- \n-d-¯n-Â- D-Å-Xm-bn-cp-¶p-.

	 Rm-³- D-Ss\ Xp-¼n-Isf Ip-dn-¨v im-

kv{Xo-b-am-bn- ]-Tn-¡p-¶- kp-lr-¯v hnthIv 

N-{µs\ hn-fn-¨v CsXmcp- ]p-Xn-b-bn-\w- Xp-

¼n-bm-hm-\p-Å- km-[y-Xsb¡p-dn-¨v kw-km-

cn-¨p-. c-ïp- Zn-h-k¯n-\-Iw- h-¶v specimens 

I-f-Iväv -sN¿mw- F-¶v A-ht\äp- ( hnthIn-\v 

-t^md-kväv Un-¸-À-«v-saân-Â- \n-¶v I-f-£-³- -s]

À-an-j-³- D-ïv). A-Sp-¯- B-gvN- Xs¶ hnthIv 

C-hnsS-sb¯n- c-ïv Xp-¼n-Isf hn-i-Z-]-T-\-̄ n-

\m-bn- A-h-sâ em-_nte¡v -sImïpt]‑mbn-. 

	 Xp-¼n-Isf hn-i-Z-am-bn- ]-Tn-¨t¸mÄ- 

CsXmcp- ]p-Xn-b-bn-\w- Xp-¼n-bmsW¶v hnthIn\p- 

a-\-Ên-em-bn-.

	 ]n-¶o-Sv asämcp- kp-lr-̄ m-b- ko-jm\p-am-

bn- kw-km-cn-¨v C-Xnsâ P-\n-X-I- ]-T-\-¯nsâ 

km-[y-X-Isf ]-än- a-\-Ên-em-¡n-. F-Ãm-hn-[- 

klm-b-§-fpw- -sN¿msa¶v ko-jm-\pw- D-d-̧ p-\-

Â-In-. DNA ]-Tn-¨p- I-gn-ªt¸mÄ- Cu- ]‑p-Xn-b- 

Xp-¼n¡v -tIc-f-¯n-Â- Im-Wm-dp-Å- Ruby-tailed 

hawklet (Epithemis mariae)bn-Â- \n-¶pw- 12% 

hy-Xym-kw- Dsï¶v a-\-Ên-em-bn-. ]n-¶o-Sv 

\-S-̄ n-b- ]-T-\-§-fn-Â- \n-¶v C-Xv h-b-\m-«n-epw- 

-tImgnt¡mSv Pn-Ã-bnse I-¡-b-̄ pw- am-{X-am-Wv 

Im-Ws¸Sp-¶-Xv F-¶v R-§-Ä- Xn-cn-¨-dn-ªp-. 

hnthIv Cu- Xp-¼nsb¸-än- hn-i-Z-am-bn- ]-Tn-¨v 

im-kv{XteJ-\w- X-¿m-dm-¡n-.

	 ko-jm-\pw- Rm-\pw- A-Xn-Â- -thï- 

Iq«nt¨À-¡-ep-I-Ä- \n-Àt±in-¨p-.

	 ko-jm-³- -teJ-\-¯nte¡v B-h-iy-

am-b- P-\n-X-I-]-c-am-b- Im-cy-§-Ä- Iq-«ntNÀ-

¯p-. ]‑n-¶o-Sv C-Xv {]-kn-²o-I-cn-¡m-\m-bn- H-cp- 

A-´m-cm-{ã- -tPÀ-W-ente¡v A-b-¨p-.

	 H-cp- h-À-js¯ Im-¯n-cn-¸n-\pw- Xn-cp-¯-

ep-I-Ä-¡pw- -tijw- A-Sp-¯- HtÎm_-À- am-kw- 

R-§-fpsS Isï¯-Â- {]-kn-²o-I-cn-¡s¸«p-!

h-b-\m-«n-Â- \n-¶pw- C-Xm-, ]p-Xnsbmcn-\w- Xp¼n!! 

h-b-\m-S-³- Xo-¡-dp-¸-³- A-Y-hm- Red-rumped 

Hawklet (Epithemis wayanadensis).

	 C-§s\ F-{X-bn-\w- Xp-¼n-I-Ä- \-½psS 

Im-Wm-a-d-b-̄ v D-ïm-hmw-... A-hsb -tXSnbp-Å- 

bm-{X-bn-em-Wv hnthIns\ -t]mep-Å- KthjI-À-. 

H-¸w- i-zm-ka-S-¡n-¸n-Sn-¨p- R-§-Ä- Ipsd Xp¼n-

{]m-´-·m-cpw-...

About the Author

	 C-́ y-bnse ap-³-\n-c- \m-̈ p-d-en-kväp-I-fn-Â- 

H-cm-fm-b- -tUhn-Uv cm-Pp- -tIc-f-¯n-Â- Xp¼n- 

\n-co-£-Ww- P-\-Io-b-am-¡p-¶-Xn-Â- h-en-b- ]-¦p- 

h-ln-¨n-«p-ïv. kn-. Pn-. In-c-Wp-am-bn- -tNÀ-¶v 

F-gp-Xn-b- -tIc-f-¯nse Xp-¼n-I-Ä- F-¶- 

]pkvXIw- D-Äs¸-sS {]-Ir-Xn- ]-T-\-hp-am-bn- 

_-Ôs¸«v \n-c-h-[n- ]p-kvX-I-§-Ä- c-Nn-̈ n-«pïv.  

Epithemis mariae 
Xo-¡-dp-¸-³-

© Vivek Chandran
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-s\Sp-¼mtÈcn-bnse Xp-¼n- 
-sshhn-[yw-
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^-e-`q-bn-ã-§-fm-b- [m-cmfw- 

Ir-jn-bn-S-§-Ä- \n-d-ª- 

{]‑tZi-am-Wv -s\Sp¼mtÈcn-. 

IrjnbmWv C -hn -S ps¯ P-\ -§-fpsS 

{]‑[m\- -sXmgn-Â-. -s]cn-bm-dn-sâ -ssIh-gn-

bm-b- amªm-en- -t¯mSmWv {]tZis¯ 

G-ä-hpw- {]-[m-\- P-e-t{kmX-Êv. Iq-SmsX 

a-ät\‑Iw- -sNdp- -tXmSp-I-fpw- Ipf§fpw- 

-ssIt¯mSp-I-fpw- Nn-d-I-fpw- I-\m-ep-I-fpw- 

-sImïv A-\p-{K-lo-X- ̀ q-an-I-bm-Wv -s\Sp-¼mticn-. 

h-fscb-[n-Iw- ]-£n-I-Ä- -tZim-S-\-¯n-\m-bn- 

-s\Sp-¼mtÈcn-bn-Â- F-¯m-dp-ïv. 

	 ]-£n- \n-co-£-W-hp-am-bn- \-S-¡p-¶- 

Im-e-L-«-¯n-Â- Xs¶ Im-Wp-¶- Xp-¼n-I-

fpsSbpw- i-e-`-§-fptSbpw- -t^m-t«m-sbSp-¯v 

h-bv¡m-dp-ïm-bn-cp-¶p-. A-§s\bn-cns¡bm-Wv 

-tIc-f-¯nse Xp-¼n-I-Ä- F-¶- H-cp- ]p-kvX-Iw- 

In-c-Wpw- -tUhn-Upw- -tNÀ-¶v C-d-¡p-¶psï¶v  

Zn-eo-]v km-À- Ft¶mSv ]-d-ª-Xv. Cu- ]p-kvX-

I-am-bn-cp-¶p- Fsâ Xp-¼n- \n-co-£-W-¯n-sâ 

Xp-S¡-Im-es¯ field guide. ]n-¶o-Sv Society for 

Odonate Studies (SOS) sâ h-fsc hn-i-Z-am-b- 

C-Xp-hsc -tIc-f-¯n-Â- Isï¯n-b- Xp-¼n-

IsfsbÃmw- D-Äs¸Sp-¯n- e-book  h-¶p-. C-Xv 

-sam-ss_en-eqsS D-]tbmKn-¡m-\pw- h-fsc 

F-fp-¸-am-bn- am-dn-. 

	 c-ïv -sImXp-Ip-I-fpsS am-{Xw- h-ep-̧ ap-Å- 

X-h-f-¡-®-\pw-  ( Libellago indica ) Np«n- \n-e¯\‑pw- 

(Diplacodes nebulosa )X-hn-S-³- -tNcm-̈ n-d-I-\p- (Lestes 

concinnus) -sam-s¡    -s\‑Sp-¼mtÈcn- {]‑tZi-̄ v 

I-ï-Xv  Xp-S-À-¶p-Å- F-sâ Xp-¼n- \n-co-£-

Ws¯ h-fsc {]tNmZn-¸n-¨n-«p-ïv. 

Ischnura rubilio  
a-ª-¸p-Â-am-Wn-Iy-³-
© Santhosh Kumar
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	 at\mPv I-cn-§m-a-S-¯n-Â-, hnthIv 

N-{µ³, c-RvPn-Xv -tP¡-_v am-Xyq-kv, -sdPn- 

N-{µ-³- XpS§n-b- Xp-¼n- \n-co-£-I-À- Xp¼n-Isf 

Ip-dn-¨v A-dn-bp-¶-Xn-\pw- Xp-S-À- \n-co-£-W-

¯n\‑pw- h-fscb-[n-Iw- Fs¶ klm-bn¨n«pïv. 

Iq-SmsX  SOS sâ hmSvkvB¸v {Kq-¸v 

-t^kv_p¡v --t]‑Pp-I-fpw- Xp-¼n- \n-co-£-

W-¯n-\v h-fscb-[n-Iw- klm-b-I-am-bn- .

	 -tZim-S-I-cm-b-  Xp-em-̄ p-¼n-Isf (Pantala 

flavescens) B-bn-c-¡-W-¡n-\m-Wv  B-Zy-Im-

es¯m-s¡ Xp-em-am-k¯n-Â- -s\‑Sp¼mticn- 

{]‑tZi-§-fn-Â-  Im-Wm-dp-ïm-bn-cp-¶-p. C-h-bpsS 

F-®-¯n-Â- kao-]- Im-e-¯m-bn- I-ïp-h-

cp-¶- Ip-d-hv ]-T-\-hnt[b-amt¡ï-Xm-Wv.

	 a-en-\- P-e-̄ n-³sd kq-N-I- Xp-¼n-bm-b- 

N-§m-Xn- Xp-¼nsb(Brachythemis contaminata) 

am-ªm-en- -tXm«n-epw- ]-cn-kc-§-fn-epw- 

Ischnura rubilio  
a-ª-¸p-Â-am-Wn-Iy-³-
© Santhosh Kumar

[m-cm-f-am-bn- Im-Wm-³- I-gn-ªn-«p-ïv. C-Xv 

amªmen- -tXm«nse P-ew- h-fscb-[n-Iw- 

a-en-\s¸«-Xv -sImïmsW¶v a-\-Ên-em-

¡m-³- km-[n-¨n«pïv.

	 X-hn-«v -sh®o-d-³-, \m-«p- \n-e-¯³, 

kzman- Xp-¼n-, ]-̈ - hym-fn-, -tNm -̧³- Ipdphm-e-³-, 

h-b-Â-̄ p-¼n-, a-Ip-Sn- hme³-, ]‑p-Ån-hm-e-³-, 

-sN¼-³- Xp-¼n-, Hm-W-̄ p¼n,-  Xp-em-̄ p¼n-, 

\m-«p- N-Xp-¸-³-, I-\-Â- hme³- N-Xp-¸-³, 

\m- ‑«p-]p-Â-¨n-¶-³-, ]-¯n- ]p-Â-¨n-¶-³-, 

\o-e¨p«n-, \m-«p- ]q-̄ men-, -sN½p-J- ]‑q-̄ men-, 

F-¶o- Xp-¼n-Isf [m-cm-f-am-bn- -s\Sp-¼mtÈcn-

bnse F-Ãm- kvY-e-§-fn-epw- Im-Wp-hm-³- 

km-[n-¨p-. 

	 F -b -Àt]mÀ - « n - sâ h -cthmS p -

IqSn-bpw- km-aq-ln-I-am-b-  am-ä-¯n-sâ  

A-\´-c- ^-e-am-bpw- {]tZi-¯v BsI 

Irjn-bn -S -§-Ä- h-fsc Ip-d -bp -I-bpw - 

F-bÀt]‑mÀ«-\p-_-Ô- hn-I-k\- {]-h-À-¯-

\-§-Ä- [m-cm-f-am-bn- h-cn-I-bpw- -sNbvXp-. 

X-·q-ew- ]m-StiJ-c-§-fpw- Ip-f-§-fpw- -tXmSp-

I-fpw- [m-cm-f-am-bn- \n-I-̄ s¸Sp-I-bpw- {]‑tZi-

¯n-sâ ̀ q-an-im-kv{Xw- X-z-cn-X-K-Xn-bn-Â- ]-cnh-

À-¯-\w- -sN¿s¸Sp-I-bpw- -sNbvXp-.

	 hn-I-k\- {]-h-À-̄ -\-§-Ä- [m-cm-f-am-bn- 

h-¶tXmSp-Iq-Sn- {]tZis¯ am-en-\y- {]-iv\-

§-Ä- cq-£-am-bn-. ip-²-P-e- -t{kmX-Êp-I-Ä- 

h-fscb-[n-Iw- aen-\s¸Sp-I-bpw- -sNbvXp-.

	 am-{X-a-Ã- -sN¼-¶q-À-  C-³-U-kv{Snb-Â- 

G-cn-b-bn-Â- \n-¶pw- [m-cm-f-am-bn- hy-h-km-b- 

amen-\y-§-Ä- bmsXmcp- am-\-Z-WvU-hpw- 

C-ÃmsX h-³tXmXn-Â- ]p-d-́ -Åp-I-bpw-  A-Xv 

kao-]-{]tZi-̄ p-Å- P-et{kmX-Êp-I-fnte¡v 

H-gp-Insb¯p-I-bpw- X-·q-ew-  B- {]tZi v̄ 

ip-²-P-ew- BsI a-en-\-am-hp-I-bpw- -sNbvXp-.

Archibasis oscillans 
A-cp-hn-¯p-¼n--
© Santhosh Kumar
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Sl. 

No. 
Scientific Name Common Name Malayalam Name 

 Suborder : Zygoptera (Damselflies) 

 Family : Lestidae (Spread-winged damselflies) 

1 Lestes elatus Hagen in Selys, 1862 Emerald Spreadwing ]-¨- -tNcm-¨n-d-I-³- 

2 
Platylestes kirani Emiliyamma, Palot 

& Charesh, 2020 
Kiran’s Spreadwing In-c-Wn- -tNcm-¨n-d-I-³- 

3 Platylestes platystylus Rambur, 1842 Green-eyed Spreadwing ]-¨-¡-®-³- -tNcm-¨n-d-I-³- 

4 Lestes concinnus Hagen in Selys, 1862 Dusky Spreadwing X-hn-S-³- -tNcm-¨n-d-I-³- 

 Family :Chlorocyphidae (Stream Jewels) 

5 Libellago indica Fraser, 1928 River Heliodor X-h-f-¡-®-³-Xp-¼n- 

 Family : Platycnemididae (White-legged damselflies) 

6 Copera marginipes Rambur, 1842 Yellow Bush Dart a-ª-¡m-en- ]m-Â-¯p-¼n- 

7 Copera vittata Selys, 1863 Blue Bush Dart -sN¦m-en- ]m-Â-¯p-¼n- 

8 Onychargia atrocyana Selys, 1865 Marsh Dancer F-®-¡-dp- -̧³- 

 Family : Coenagrionidae (Narrow-winged damselflies) 

9 Aciagrion occidentale Laidlaw, 1919 Green-striped Slender Dartlet \o-e-¨p-«n- 

10 Agriocnemis keralensis Peters, 1981 Kerala Dartlet ]-¯n- ]p-Â-¨n-¶-³- 

11 Agriocnemis pieris Laidlaw, 1919 White Dartlet shÅ-¸p-Â-¨n-¶-³ 

12 Agriocnemis pygmaea Rambur, 1842 Pygmy Dartlet \m-«p-]p-Â-¨n-¶-³- 

13 Archibasis oscillans Selys, 1877 Blue-banded Longtail A-cp-hn-¯p-¼n- 

14 Ceriagrion cerinorubellum Brauer, 1865 Orange-tailed Marsh Dart I-\-Â-hm-e-³- N-Xp- -̧³- 

15 
Ceriagrion coromandelianum 

Fabricius, 1798 
Coromandel Marsh Dart \m-«p-N-Xp- -̧³- 

16 Ceriagrion rubiae Laidlaw, 1916 Orange Marsh Dart Xo-¨-Xp- -̧³- 

17 Ischnura rubilio Selys, 1876 Golden Dartlet a-ª-¸p-Â-am-Wn-Iy-³- 

18 Ischnura senegalensis Rambur, 1842 Senegal Golden Dartlet \o-e- ]p-Â-am-Wn-Iy-³- 

19 Pseudagrion australasiae Selys, 1876 Short-tipped Grass Dart Ip-dp-hm-e-³- ]q-¯m-en- 

20 Pseudagrion microcephalum Rambur, 1842 Blue Grass Dart \m-«p-]q-¯m-en 

21 Pseudagrion malabaricum Fraser, 1924 Jungle Grass Dart Im-«p-]q-¯m-en- 

22 Pseudagrion rubriceps Selys, 1876 Saffron-faced Grass Dart -sN½p-J-¸q-¯m-en- 

 Suborder : Anisoptera (Dragonflies)  

 Family : Aeshnidae (Hawkers and Darners) 

23 Anax guttatus Burmeister, 1839 Pale-spotted Emperor a-c-X-I-cm-P-³- 

24 Gynacantha dravida Lieftinck, 1960 Brown Darner kq-Nn-hm-e-³- cms¡mXn-¨n- 

 Family : Gomphidae (Clubtails) 

25 Ictinogomphus rapax (Rambur, 1842) Common Clubtail \m-«p-I-Sp-h- 

26 Paragomphus lineatus (Selys, 1850) Common Hooktail Nq-ï-hm-e-³- I-Sp-h- 

27 Macrogomphus wynaadicus Fraser, 1924 Wayanad Bowtail h-b-\m-S-³- I-Sp-h- 

	 ap-³-Im-e-§-fn-Â- {]tZi-̄ v Xp-¼n-I-fpsS 

H-cp- I-Ws¡Sp-¸v \-S-¡m-¯-Xn-\m-Â- Xs¶ 

Fs´m-s¡ hy-Xn-bm-\-§-Ä- Cu- -taJ-e-bn-Â-  

h-¶n-«p-ïv F-¶v A-dn-hn-Ã-. Xp-S-À- ]-T-\-§-

fn-eqsS \-ap-¡v C-\n-bp-ïm-Ip-¶- am-ä-§-Ä- 

-tcJs¸Sp-¯m-\m-h-Ww-.

	 ip-²-P-e-̄ n-\v C-{Xsbm-s¡ {]-Xn-kÔn-

I-Ä- D-ïm-bn-«pw- -s\Sp-¼mtÈcn-bn-Â- \n-¶p- 

Np-cp-§n-b- Im-e-L-«-¯n-Â- Xs¶ F-\n-¡v 60 

Hm-fw- C-\w- Xp-¼n-Isf Isï¯m-³- km-[n-¨p-. 

	 G-Xm-ïv H-ä-bv¡v Xs¶bm-Wv -s\Sp-

¼mticn-bnse Xp-¼n-I-fpsS Cu- ]-«n-I-  Rm-³- 

F-Sp-̄ n-«p-Å-Xv. A-Xn-\m-Â- Xs¶ h-fsc Ip-d-̈ v 

{]tZi-§tf \n-co-£n-¡m-³- km-[n-¨n-«p-Åq-. 

Iq-Sp-X-Â- Xp-¼n- \n-co-£-I-À- -s\Sp-¼mtÈcn-  

-taJ-e-bn-Â- \n-¶pw- h-¶m-Â- [m-cm-fw- Xp-¼n-

Isf -s\Sp-¼mtÈcn-bn-Â- \n-¶pw- Isï¯m-³- 

km-[n-¡psa¶v  D-d-¸p-ïv. 

Table 1.Checklist of odonates of Nedumbassery

Libellago indica 
X-h-f-¡-®-³-Xp-¼n-
© Santhosh Kumar
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 Family : Libellulidae (Skimmers) 

28 Acisoma panorpoides Rambur, 1842 Trumpet Tail a-Ip-Sn-hm-e-³- 

29 Aethriamanta brevipennis (Rambur, 1842) Scarlet Marsh Hawk -tNm¸-³- Ip-dp-hm-e-³- 

30 Brachydiplax chalybea Brauer, 1868 Rufous-backed Marsh Hawk X-hn-«psh®o-d-³- 

31 Brachydiplax sobrina (Rambur, 1842) Little Blue Marsh Hawk sNdpsh®o-d-³- 

32 Brachythemis contaminata (Fabricius, 1793) Ditch Jewel N-§m-Xn-¯p-¼n- 

33 Bradinopyga geminata (Rambur, 1842) Granite Ghost a-Xn-Â-¯p-¼n- 

34 Crocothemis servilia (Drury, 1773) Ruddy Marsh Skimmer h-b-Â-¯p-¼n- 

35 Diplacodes nebulosa (Fabricius, 1793) Black-tipped Ground Skimmer Np-«n-\n-e-¯-³ 

36 Diplacodes trivialis (Rambur, 1842) Ground Skimmer \m-«p-\n-e-¯-³- 

37 Hydrobasileus croceus (Brauer, 1867) Amber Winged Marsh Glider ]m-ï-³- ]-cp-´-³- 

38 Lathrecista asiatica (Fabricius, 1798) Asiatic Blood-tail -tNmc-hm-e-³-Xp-¼n- 

39 Neurothemis fulvia (Drury, 1773) Fulvous Forest Skimmer Xp-cp-¼-³-Xp-¼n- 

40 Neurothemis tullia (Drury, 1773) Pied Paddy Skimmer kzm-an-Xp-¼n- 

41 Orthetrum chrysis (Selys, 1891) Brown-backed Red Marsh Hawk -sN´-hn-S-³- hym-fn- 

42 Orthetrum pruinosum (Burmeister, 1839) Crimson-tailed Marsh Hawk ]-hn-g-hm-e-³- hym-fn- 

43 Orthetrum sabina (Drury, 1770) Green Marsh Hawk ]-¨-hym-fn- 

44 Orthetrum luzonicum (Brauer, 1868) Tri-coloured Marsh Hawk {Xn-h-À-®-³- hym-fn- 

45 Pantala flavescens (Fabricius, 1798) Wandering Glider Xp-em-Xp-¼n- 

46 Potamarcha congener (Rambur, 1842) Yellow-tailed Ashy Skimmer ]p-Ån-hm-e-³-Xp-¼n- 

47 Rhodothemis rufa (Rambur, 1842) Rufous Marsh Glider sN¼-³-Xp-¼n- 

48 Rhyothemis variegata (Linnaeus, 1763) Common Picturewing Hm-W-Xp-¼n- 

49 Tetrathemis platyptera Selys, 1878 Pigmy Skimmer Ip-Å-³-Xp-¼n 

50 Tholymis tillarga (Fabricius, 1798) Coral-tailed Cloudwing ]-hn-g-hm-e-³- 

51 Tramea basilaris Palisot de Beauvois, 1817 Red Marsh Trotter sN¼-³- ]-cp-´-³ 

52 Tramea limbata (Desjardins, 1832) Black Marsh Trotter I-cn-¼-³- ]-cp-´-³- 

53 Trithemis aurora (Burmeister, 1839) Crimson Marsh Glider kn-µq-c-Xp-¼n- 

54 Trithemis festiva (Rambur, 1842) Black Stream Glider Im-À-Xp-¼n- 

55 Trithemis pallidinervis (Kirby, 1889) Long-legged Marsh Glider Im-äm-Sn-Xp-¼n- 

56 Urothemis signata (Rambur, 1842) Greater Crimson Glider ]m-ï-³- h-b-ÂsX¿-³- 

57 Zyxomma petiolatum Rambur, 1842 Brown Dusk Hawk kq-Nn-hm-e-³- kÔym-Xp-¼n- 

 

Sl. 

No. 
Scientific Name Common Name Malayalam Name 

 Suborder : Zygoptera (Damselflies) 

 Family : Lestidae (Spread-winged damselflies) 

1 Lestes elatus Hagen in Selys, 1862 Emerald Spreadwing ]-¨- -tNcm-¨n-d-I-³- 

2 
Platylestes kirani Emiliyamma, Palot 

& Charesh, 2020 
Kiran’s Spreadwing In-c-Wn- -tNcm-¨n-d-I-³- 

3 Platylestes platystylus Rambur, 1842 Green-eyed Spreadwing ]-¨-¡-®-³- -tNcm-¨n-d-I-³- 

4 Lestes concinnus Hagen in Selys, 1862 Dusky Spreadwing X-hn-S-³- -tNcm-¨n-d-I-³- 

 Family :Chlorocyphidae (Stream Jewels) 

5 Libellago indica Fraser, 1928 River Heliodor X-h-f-¡-®-³-Xp-¼n- 

 Family : Platycnemididae (White-legged damselflies) 

6 Copera marginipes Rambur, 1842 Yellow Bush Dart a-ª-¡m-en- ]m-Â-¯p-¼n- 

7 Copera vittata Selys, 1863 Blue Bush Dart -sN¦m-en- ]m-Â-¯p-¼n- 

8 Onychargia atrocyana Selys, 1865 Marsh Dancer F-®-¡-dp- -̧³- 

 Family : Coenagrionidae (Narrow-winged damselflies) 

9 Aciagrion occidentale Laidlaw, 1919 Green-striped Slender Dartlet \o-e-¨p-«n- 

10 Agriocnemis keralensis Peters, 1981 Kerala Dartlet ]-¯n- ]p-Â-¨n-¶-³- 

11 Agriocnemis pieris Laidlaw, 1919 White Dartlet shÅ-¸p-Â-¨n-¶-³ 

12 Agriocnemis pygmaea Rambur, 1842 Pygmy Dartlet \m-«p-]p-Â-¨n-¶-³- 

13 Archibasis oscillans Selys, 1877 Blue-banded Longtail A-cp-hn-¯p-¼n- 

14 Ceriagrion cerinorubellum Brauer, 1865 Orange-tailed Marsh Dart I-\-Â-hm-e-³- N-Xp- -̧³- 

15 
Ceriagrion coromandelianum 

Fabricius, 1798 
Coromandel Marsh Dart \m-«p-N-Xp- -̧³- 

16 Ceriagrion rubiae Laidlaw, 1916 Orange Marsh Dart Xo-¨-Xp- -̧³- 

17 Ischnura rubilio Selys, 1876 Golden Dartlet a-ª-¸p-Â-am-Wn-Iy-³- 

18 Ischnura senegalensis Rambur, 1842 Senegal Golden Dartlet \o-e- ]p-Â-am-Wn-Iy-³- 

19 Pseudagrion australasiae Selys, 1876 Short-tipped Grass Dart Ip-dp-hm-e-³- ]q-¯m-en- 

20 Pseudagrion microcephalum Rambur, 1842 Blue Grass Dart \m-«p-]q-¯m-en 

21 Pseudagrion malabaricum Fraser, 1924 Jungle Grass Dart Im-«p-]q-¯m-en- 

22 Pseudagrion rubriceps Selys, 1876 Saffron-faced Grass Dart -sN½p-J-¸q-¯m-en- 

 Suborder : Anisoptera (Dragonflies)  

 Family : Aeshnidae (Hawkers and Darners) 

23 Anax guttatus Burmeister, 1839 Pale-spotted Emperor a-c-X-I-cm-P-³- 

24 Gynacantha dravida Lieftinck, 1960 Brown Darner kq-Nn-hm-e-³- cms¡mXn-¨n- 

 Family : Gomphidae (Clubtails) 

25 Ictinogomphus rapax (Rambur, 1842) Common Clubtail \m-«p-I-Sp-h- 

26 Paragomphus lineatus (Selys, 1850) Common Hooktail Nq-ï-hm-e-³- I-Sp-h- 

27 Macrogomphus wynaadicus Fraser, 1924 Wayanad Bowtail h-b-\m-S-³- I-Sp-h- 

Brachydiplax sobrina 
sNdpsh®o-d-³--
© Santhosh Kumar



 Family : Libellulidae (Skimmers) 

28 Acisoma panorpoides Rambur, 1842 Trumpet Tail a-Ip-Sn-hm-e-³- 

29 Aethriamanta brevipennis (Rambur, 1842) Scarlet Marsh Hawk -tNm¸-³- Ip-dp-hm-e-³- 

30 Brachydiplax chalybea Brauer, 1868 Rufous-backed Marsh Hawk X-hn-«psh®o-d-³- 

31 Brachydiplax sobrina (Rambur, 1842) Little Blue Marsh Hawk sNdpsh®o-d-³- 

32 Brachythemis contaminata (Fabricius, 1793) Ditch Jewel N-§m-Xn-¯p-¼n- 

33 Bradinopyga geminata (Rambur, 1842) Granite Ghost a-Xn-Â-¯p-¼n- 

34 Crocothemis servilia (Drury, 1773) Ruddy Marsh Skimmer h-b-Â-¯p-¼n- 

35 Diplacodes nebulosa (Fabricius, 1793) Black-tipped Ground Skimmer Np-«n-\n-e-¯-³ 

36 Diplacodes trivialis (Rambur, 1842) Ground Skimmer \m-«p-\n-e-¯-³- 

37 Hydrobasileus croceus (Brauer, 1867) Amber Winged Marsh Glider ]m-ï-³- ]-cp-´-³- 

38 Lathrecista asiatica (Fabricius, 1798) Asiatic Blood-tail -tNmc-hm-e-³-Xp-¼n- 

39 Neurothemis fulvia (Drury, 1773) Fulvous Forest Skimmer Xp-cp-¼-³-Xp-¼n- 

40 Neurothemis tullia (Drury, 1773) Pied Paddy Skimmer kzm-an-Xp-¼n- 

41 Orthetrum chrysis (Selys, 1891) Brown-backed Red Marsh Hawk -sN´-hn-S-³- hym-fn- 

42 Orthetrum pruinosum (Burmeister, 1839) Crimson-tailed Marsh Hawk ]-hn-g-hm-e-³- hym-fn- 

43 Orthetrum sabina (Drury, 1770) Green Marsh Hawk ]-¨-hym-fn- 

44 Orthetrum luzonicum (Brauer, 1868) Tri-coloured Marsh Hawk {Xn-h-À-®-³- hym-fn- 

45 Pantala flavescens (Fabricius, 1798) Wandering Glider Xp-em-Xp-¼n- 

46 Potamarcha congener (Rambur, 1842) Yellow-tailed Ashy Skimmer ]p-Ån-hm-e-³-Xp-¼n- 

47 Rhodothemis rufa (Rambur, 1842) Rufous Marsh Glider sN¼-³-Xp-¼n- 

48 Rhyothemis variegata (Linnaeus, 1763) Common Picturewing Hm-W-Xp-¼n- 

49 Tetrathemis platyptera Selys, 1878 Pigmy Skimmer Ip-Å-³-Xp-¼n 

50 Tholymis tillarga (Fabricius, 1798) Coral-tailed Cloudwing ]-hn-g-hm-e-³- 

51 Tramea basilaris Palisot de Beauvois, 1817 Red Marsh Trotter sN¼-³- ]-cp-´-³ 

52 Tramea limbata (Desjardins, 1832) Black Marsh Trotter I-cn-¼-³- ]-cp-´-³- 

53 Trithemis aurora (Burmeister, 1839) Crimson Marsh Glider kn-µq-c-Xp-¼n- 

54 Trithemis festiva (Rambur, 1842) Black Stream Glider Im-À-Xp-¼n- 

55 Trithemis pallidinervis (Kirby, 1889) Long-legged Marsh Glider Im-äm-Sn-Xp-¼n- 

56 Urothemis signata (Rambur, 1842) Greater Crimson Glider ]m-ï-³- h-b-ÂsX¿-³- 

57 Zyxomma petiolatum Rambur, 1842 Brown Dusk Hawk kq-Nn-hm-e-³- kÔym-Xp-¼n- 
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k-t´mjv Ip-am-À- -sIm¨n- A-´m-cm-{ã- 

hnam\¯m-h-f-¯n-Â- A-án-i-a-\-tk\m- hn-`m-K-

¯n-Â- ko-\n-b-À- kq-{]-ïm-bn- -tPmensN¿p-¶p-. 

]-£n-\n-co-£-W-¯n-epw- Xp-¼n-\n-co-£-W-

¯nepw- A-Xo-h- X-Â-¸-c-\m-Wv. h-\w- h-Ip¸nsâ 

kÀ-«nss^Uv kv-t\¡v -sdkvIyq-h-dm-Wv.

Macrogomphus wynaadicus 
h-b-\m-S-³- I-Sp-h
© Santhosh Kumar
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a-e-I-fpw- Xm-gv-hm-c-§-fpw- ]p-g-I-fpw- ]‑qt´\-

cp-hn-Isfm¶p-ansÃ¦n-epw- P-\p-h-cn- hsc 

I-ãns¨mgp-Ip-¶- ‘B-Snb’t¯bpw- 

‘A-Wn-ª-’bntebpw- -tXmSp-Ifpw-, I-ï-hpw-, 

I-hp-§n-Â- -tXm«-§-fp-am-Wv \m-«nse (Iq-fn-¡p-

¶nse) F-sâ Xp-¼n- \n-co-£-W- -tI{µ-§-Ä-. 

Im-kdtKmUv Pn-Ã-bn-Â- Xp-¼n- -sshhn-[y-̄ n-\v 

-t]cptI«- kvY-ew-. I-S-en-Â- \n-¶pw- A-©p- 

Intemao-ä-À- am-dn- kvYn-Xn- -sN¿p-¶- C-hnsS 

-t]cnt\mfw- -t]m¶- Ip-¶n-Ã-. I-S-Â- \n-c-

¸n-Â- \n-¶pw-  A-[n-Iw- D-b-c-an-Ãm-¯- kvY-ew-. 

F-«p- h-À-j-§-fm-bn- Rm-³- It\m¬- 600D 

Iym-a-d-bpw- 55-250mm -se³-kp-am-bn- C-hnsS§-

fn-Â- I-d-§p-¶p-.

-	 shbn-ep-Zn-¨v h-¶-Xv ap-X-Â- D-¨shbn-Â- 

D-¨n-bn-Â- Km-V-am-bn- D-½- -sh¡p-¶-Xv hsc 

Xp-¼n-Itfm-sSm¸w- I-fn-¨pw- skmd- ]-d-ªp-

a-§s\bn-cn-¡pw-.

kXy-¯n-Â- F-´m-Wv Rm-\pw- Xp-¼n-bpw- 

X-½n-ep-Å- _-Ôw-.?

-	 shÅ-̄ n-Â- C-d-¡n- -sh¨n-cn-¡p-¶- Im-Â-

]‑m-Z-¯n-Â- ‘ItÃ ap-«n’ h-¶v a-km-Pv -sN¿m-³- 

Xp-S-§n-bt¸mgm-Wv -tXm«p-h-¡nse ]m-d-bn-em-Wv 

C-cn-¡p-¶sX¶p-Å- Im-cyw- c-ïp- sk¡-ân\p- 

-tijw- ho-ïpw- Hm-À-a- h-¶-Xv.
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"ltem an-kvä-À-... \n-§-Ä-  A-hnsS \n-¶pw- 

am-dn-bn-cp-¶m-Â- F-\n-¡v kz-kvY-am-bn- I-S-

¶pt]mIm-am-bn-cp-¶p-.' -

sXm«-Sp-¯- -s]m´-bn-Â- \n-¶pw- C-d-§n- h-¶- 

-tNc- km-À- Fs¶ -t\m¡n- ]-d-ªp-. 

"tkmdn- km-À- Rm-\-Â-]w- £o-Wn-X-\m-Wv. 

km-À- ]p-d-In-eqsS -t]mbv-t¡mfp-...'

"\-«- ]n-cm-´-… \osbm¶pw- \-¶m-Im-³- 

-t]mhp-¶n-Ã-Sm-...' 

F-¶v ]n-dp-]n-dp-¯v -sImïv -tNc- km-À- h-¶- 

h-gntb Xn-cn-¨p- -t]mbn-.

	 Xp-¼n- \-S-¯-¯n-\n-S-bn-Â- an-¡-hm-dpw- 

R-§-Ä- I-ïp-ap-«m-dp-ïv. B-Zysam-s¡ F-\n-¡v 

]p-Åntbbpw-, ]p-Ån-¡v Ft¶bpw- -t]Sn-bm-

bn-cp-¶p-. Ct¸m "FtSm - -t]m-tSm' _-Ô-am-

bn-cn-¡p-¶p-. 

"\ns¶ am-{X-a-Ã- \n-sâ A-¸s\ hsc 

]n-Sn-¨p- Xn-¶n-«p-ïv Cu- F-³-. -sI' 

F-¶v GtXm {]m-WntbmSv ]-d-ªp- -sImïv 

H-cm-Ä- I-½yq-Wn-kväv ]-̈ -bpsS D-W-§n-b- I-¼n-Â- 

h-¶n-cp-¶p-. ap-Jw- I-ïm-e-dn-bmw- \-Ã- -tZjy-

¯n-emsW¶v.

"l-Ã- ... C-Xm-cv? \m-«p-I-Sp-htbm? C-¶v 

I-ïn-ÃtÃm F-¶v hn-Nm-cn-¡m-\n-cn-¡p-I-bm-

bn-cp-¶p- Rm-³-.'

"Fs¶-s¡m-sï¶pw- ]-d-bn-¸n-¡-ïm-.. 

F-\n-¡v \n-sâb-Sp-¯v C-cn-¡m-\pw- Xm-Â-]-

cy-an-Ã-. \o-bsÃ F-\n-¡v A-e-¼-³- Xp-¼n- 

F-¶- -t]cn-«-Xv' 

F-³-. -sI -sIdp-hn-¨v -sImïv ]-d-¶p- -t]mbn-.

-	 sXäv F-sâ ̀ m-K-̄ p-ap-ïv, \m-«p-I-Sp-hsb¶-  

(Ictinogomphus rapax) -t]cn-Â- -tXm«p-h-¡nse 

-t]‑meo-kv N-a-bp-¶- A-hs\ A-e-¼-³- Xp-¼n- 

F-¶v -t]cn-«-Xv Rm-\m-Wv. GsX¦n-epw- Xp-¼nsb 

-t^m-t«m F-Sp-¡m-³- -t^m¡-kv -sNbvXm-Â- 

HmSn¨p- hn-S-em-Wv Zp-ã-sâ ]-Wn-. -t]cv \m-«n-

emsI ]‑m-«m-¡m-³- Im-À-̄ p-¼ntbbpw- (Trithemis 
festiva) kn-µq-c- Xp-¼nsbbpw-  (Trithemis aurora) 
G-Â-¸n-¨-Xv A-h-À- `w-Kn-bm-bn- -sNbvXp-.

Ictinogomphus rapax
\m-«p-I-Sp-h
©Muhammed Haneef
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"Uo-... \nt¶mSv Rm-³- ]-e- {]m-h-iyw- 

]-d-ªn-«ntÃSn- ap-«-bn-Spt¼mÄ- 

{i-²n-¡-Wsa¶v' 

I-en-¸-³- Im-´m-cnsb h-g-¡v ]-d-bp-¶p-..

"F-´p- ]-än-b-Xm- I-en-¸m-' 

Rm-³- I-cn-¼-³- ]-cp-́ t\mSv  (Tramea limbata) 
-tNmZn-¨p-.

"C-¶pw- C-h-Ä- ap-«-I-Ä- ao-\n-sâ A-®m-

¡n-tem«v Xs¶ -tIän-bn-«p-... Rm-\

t¸m-sg ]-d-ª-Xm-bn-cp-¶p- h-¬- Sq-, {Xo- 

]-d-ªXn\p- -tijw- ap-«- C-«m-Â- a-Xnsb¶v' 

I-en-¸-³- ^p-Ä- I-en-¸n-Â- Xs¶.

	 i-cn-bm- Rm-\pw- I-ïn-«p-ïv. Im-´m-cn- 

]-d-¶p- h-¶v -shÅ-¯n-Â- Iptd ap-«-I-Ä- H-cp-

an-¨n-Spw-. ap-«-I-Ä- Xm-gv¶p- -t]mIpt¼m-tg¡pw- 

ao-\p-I-Ä- h-¶v Iptd-sb®w- Xn-¶pw-.

	 Rm-\n-§s\bm-Wv, \o- AsÃ¦n-Â-  F-\‑n¡v 

-th-sd-sbmcp-̄ -³- F-¶- a-«n-Â- Im´m-cn- ]-d¶p- 

-t]mbn-.

	 C-\n-bnt¸m C-hnsS C-cp-¶m-Â- i-cn-bm-

hn-Ã-. Rm-³- F-Wo-äp- -tXmSn-eqsS \-S-¡m-³- 

Xp-S-§n-. 

"--ta¡-¸-ev]w-- Iq-Sn- -t]m-tbm -tN«m-...?' 

X-e-bn-epw- ap-J-¯pw- Hm-d-©v \n-dw- hm-cnt¯¨v 

h-¶n-cn-¡p-¶p- -sN½p-J-̧ q-̄ m-en- (Pseudagrion 
rubriceps).

"\o- \n-sâ ]m-À-«-Wsd I-ïv ]-Tns¡Sm-, 

A-h-Ä- -sabv¡-¸v Ip-dt¨ D-]tbmKn-¡q-...' 

"A-h-Ä- -ta¡-¸v -sNbvXns«´m-? -sN¿m-

ªns«´m-? H-fn-¨n-cn-¡-etÃ -tlm_n-?'

"a-ä-h-³-amschnsS \m-S-\pw- Im-S-\pw-?'

"A-¸-À-¯p-ïv, C-¶p- cm-hntebpw- 

A-Sn-bm-bn-cp-¶p-.'

"A-h-cpsS h-g-¡v C-Xp-hsc Xo-À-¶nsÃ?'

"amtj.... kam-[m-\-am-bn- Po-hn-¡m-\p-Å- 

B-{K-lwsImïv -tNmZn-¨pt]mhp-I-bm-Wv  

R-§sf c-ïv -t]-tcbpw- \m-S-³- ]q-¯m-en- 

F-¶v hn-fn-¨qsS?'

	 F-sâ ap-J-̀ m-hw- I-ïn-«m-h-Ww- "]-änÃm.. 

-te ...?' F-¶v ]-d-ªv H-cp- -tXmfpw- -sNcn¨v 

Im«p-]q -¯m-en - (Pseudagrion malabaricum) 

Xncnªp- ]-d-¡p-¶p-.

"F-Sm-... Rms\´v -sN¿m-\m-…? B- 

-tUhnUv cm-Pp- \n-\-¡v B- -t]cn-Â- B-[m-À- 

Im-À-Uv D-ïm-¡n-t¸mbnsÃ? \m-Ss\ 

-th-tWÂ-  I-cntamXn-c-h-f-b-³- ]q-¯m-en- 

F-¶m-¡mw-..'

"thm... -thï-' 

\m-«p-]q-̄ m-en- (Pseudagrion microcephalum) H-cp- 

]p-Â-Xp-¼n-\-ä-¯v h-¶n-cp-¶p-.

	 im-´-amsbmgp-Ip-¶- -tXm«nse -shÅw- 

A-ctbmfsa n̄-bt¸mÄ- Rm-³- -tXm«p-h-¡nte¡v 

h-en-ªv-tIdn-  h-c-¼n-eqsS \-S-¡m-³- Xp-S§n-.  

{]-P-I-fpsS -t£a- {]-h-À-̄ -\-§-fpsS ̀ m-K-am-bn- 

A-XnthKw- _-lp-Zq-cw- ]-²-Xn-bp-am-bn- X-sâ 

A-Xn-À-¯n-¡p-Ån-Â- ]m-dn-\-S-¡p-¶- Xp¼n-

cmP-hw-i-¯nse bp-h-cm-Pm-hv  a-c-X-I-cm-Ps\   

Rm-³- Xm-Wp-h-W-§n-. X-§-fpsS A-Xn-À-¯n-

I-Ä- Im-¯p-kq-£n-¡p-¶-Xn-Â- Pm-{K-X- ]p-e-

À-¯p-¶-h-cm-Wn-h-À-.

-	 tXmSn-sâ ho-Xn- Ip-d-ªp-h-cp-¶- ̀ m-K-̄ v 

]m-d-I-Ä- -sXfn-ªp- Im-Wp-¶p-. A-Sps¯XnbXpw- 
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H-cp- Xp-¼n-Ip-ªv ]m-d-bnte¡v h-en-ªp- -tIdn- 

h-cp-¶p-.

"\o-bm- ]-¨-hym-fn-bpsS (Orthetrum sabina) 

-tamftÃ....? hn-cn-ªn-d-§m-³- -

tIdp-I-bm-WtÃ...?' Rm-³- -tNmZn-¨p-.

"F-´m- am-am- C-Xv...? Ct{Xw- h-À-j-am-bn«pw- 

]-Tn-¨ntÃ...? Cu- \-«p-¨- -shbn-e-¯v 

]m-d-bn-Â- I-b-dn- h-cm-³- -ss[cyw- 

Im-Wn-¡-Wsa¦n-Â- Rm-³- -tKmw-^n-Uv 

ho-«nse Ip-«n-bmsW¶v A-dn-bntÃ?'

"Òv... F-¦n-Â- \o- Nq-ï-hm-e--sâ 

(Paragomphus lineatus) -tamfm-bn-cn-¡pw-'

"-sbkv, bq- B-À- I-d-Iväv. At¸m am-a-

³- Rm³-  ‘-sabvIv Hm-h-À-’ -sN¿p-¶-Xv 

ImWm³- \n-¡pt¶m?'

"Rm-³- -t]mbv-t¡mfmw-... \o- hn-cn-ªn-d-§n- 

\sÃmcp- -th«-¡m-cn-bm-h-Ww-'

F-¶v ]-d-ªp- Rm-³- \-S-¶p- \o-§n-.

aq-¡n-Ãm- I-®m- ...

\m-¡n-Ã- I-®m-...

-sIm¼n-Ã- I-®m-…
kn-µm-_m-Zv

hm-en-Ãm- I-®m-…
tkmIvkn-«- I-®m-… 

X-h-f-¡-®m-…
kn-µm-_m-Zv ..' 

-shÅ-̄ n-se D-cp-f-³- ]m-d-¡-Ãnse \-\-hnsem«n-

bn-cn-¡p-¶- X-h-f-¡-®s\ -t\m¡n-  Rm-³-]m-Sn-.

	 ]m-«p- -tI«-Xpw- A-h-³- -tZjyt¯m-sS 

D-b-À-¶v ]-d-¶v ho-ïpw- ]m-d-bn-Â- h-¶n-cp-¶p-.

G-X-h-\m-Sm-  Cu- ka-bw- X-hf-sb ]-än- ]‑m-Sp¶-

Xv F-¶- a-«n-Â- H-cp- hm-Â-am-{In- -shÅ-¯n-Â- 

\n-¶v -s]m§n-h-¶v Fs¶ cq-£-am-bn- -t\m¡n-

bn-«v Xn-cn-¨p- -t]mbn-.

"-tZjyw- ht¶mSm-  apt¯....? \o-bsÃ 

C-hn-Sps¯ -taL-h-À-®-³-?'

"C-Xp-Xs¶bsÃ Xm-³- \o-À-am-Wn-Iyt\mSpw- 

]-d-bp-¶-Xv?'

"A-Xv ‘ -th....’ -taL-h-À-®-³- C-Xv ‘ -td....’ 
-taL-h-À-®-³- . lm-... H-dn-Pn-\-Â- -taL-h-À-

®-\n-Ãm-¯-Xn-sâ  k¦-Sw- Rm-³- \n-§sf 

-sh¨v Xo-À-¡p-¶p-....'

"\n-§-fm-  h-c-¯-³- -sN¡-³- ]m-ï-³- I-cn-

ap-¯-sâ (Indothemis limbata) ]-SsaSp-¯v 

]-{X-¯n-Â- -sImSps¯¶p- -tI«tÃm?'

	 \n-d-ªp- Xp-S-§n-b- F-sâ I-®q-I-Ä- 

I-ïn-«m-h-Ww- X-h-f-¡-®-³- hn-j-bw- am-äm-³- 

-thïn- -tNmZn-¨p-.

"Cu- \m-Spw-, Iq-«-¯n-Â- A-h-\pw- 

-s^bva-km-bnt¡m-s«-sb¶v I-cp-Xn-'

"F-¶n-«v -s^bva-kmtbm?'

Indothemis limbata
]m-ï-³- I-cn-ap-¯-³-
©Vivek Chandran
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"B-bn-, ]s£ {I-Un-äv -th-sdbmscm-

s¡tbm A-Snt¨mïv -t]mbn-'

"]m-hw-'

"H-cp- Im-cyw- a-\-Ên-em-bn- Np-a-cn-Â- ]-S-am-hp-

¶-Xn-\v ap-¼v F-Sp-¯-  ]-S-§-fpw- a-äp-hn-h-

c-§-fpw- F-hnsS-sb¦n-epsam-s¡ ]-»n-jv 

-sN¿-Ww-'

"C-hnsS Ct¸m F-{X- -t]-sc Xm-\n-Xp-hsc 

I-ïn-«p-ïv?'

"an-\n-Rm-¶v I-ï- \o-e- cm-P-\p-Äs¸-sS 

(Anax immaculifrons) 74 -t]À-'

"F-¶m- ]ns¶ ]-»n-jv -sN¿-cptXm?'

“sN¿-Ww- ]s£, -sN¦-Â- Xp-¼nsb (Bradinopyga 

konkanensis ) Im-Wn-̈ m-epw- a-Xn-Â- Xp-¼nsb¶p- 

(Bradinopyga geminata) ]-d-bp-¶-h-cp-ap-ïv” Rm³- 

a-\-Ên-Â- ]-d-ªp-.

"Hm-.. -sI... Um-... Rm-\n-d-§p-hm- .. 

Np«nhm-e-³- Xm-a-c-¯p-¼nsb (Paracercion 

calamorum) I-ïn-«v c-ïv h-À-j-am-bn-. 

A-h\‑ptïm-sb¶v -t\m¡-Ww-.'

	 F-´m- H-cp- i-Ðw-? Nn-e-´n- h-e-bn-Â- 

\n-¶pw- c-£n-¡m-³- bm-Nn-¡p-¶- a-ª-¡-dp-̧ -³- 

ap-f-hm-e-sâ (Elattoneura tetrica) i-Ðw- -tI«- 

`m-Kt¯¡v Rm-³- \o-§n-.

"c-£n-¡tW...' 

	 h-e-bn-Â- Xq-§n-bm-Sn- -sImïv \n-e-hn-

fn-¡p-I-bm-W-h-Ä-

	 F-sâ C-csb -sXm«m-Â- -sXm«-hs\ Rm³- 

X-«pw- F-¶- a-«n-Â- Nn-e-´n-bpw- \n-Â]‑p-ïv.

"\ns¶ c-£n-¡-Wsa¶p-ï-Sm-... ]s£ 

{]-Ir-Xn- \n-b-aw- -sXän-¡m-³- ]m-Sn-ÃtÃm? 

\o- kv-ss]U-À- Ip-«-sâ ^p-ÍtÃ?'

"D-ï-..! {]-Ir-Xn- \n-b-aw- A-\p-kcn-¨mtWm 

Cu- Im-Wn-¨psh¨n-cn-¡p-¶-Xv?' 

F-¶v ]-d-ªv A-h-³- ]p-d-Inte¡v  -t\m¡m-³- 

Bw-Kyw- Im-Wn-¨p-.

	 ap -¶n -Â - I -ï-  Im -g vN - Fs¶ 

-s´«n¨pIfªp-. ap-³- h-À-j-§-fn-Â- kn-Ôp-

Zp-À-Kv N-Xp¸-\pw- (Ceriagrion chromothorax ), 

Xo- N-Xp-¸-\pw-(Ceriagrion rubiae) a-e-_m-À- 

-tNcm¨n- -d-I-\‑psam-s¡ (Lestes malabaricus) 

A-À-am-Zn-¨n-cp-¶- h-b-Â- -sN½-®n-«v \n-I-¯n-

bn-cn-¡p-¶p-, ho-Sp- ]-Wn-bm-\m-bn-cn-¡pw-.

	 BtcmSv ]-d-bm-³-? B-cv -tIÄ-¡m-³-? 

Cu- -tXmSpw- _m-¡n- h-b-ep-I-fpw- F-{X- Imew- 

D-ïm-hpsa¶v ]-d-bm-³- ]-än-Ã-. Fs´¦n-epw- 

-sNbv-tX a-Xn-bm-hq-. G-Xm-\‑pw- ]-S-§-Ä- Iymsad-

bn-Â- ]-I-À-¯n- Rm-³- Xncn¨p- \-S-¶p-.  

Elattoneura tetrica
a-ª-¡-dp-¸-³- ap-f-hm-e-³-
©Muhammed Haneef
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Sl. 

No. 
Scientific Name Common Name Malayalam Name 

 Suborder : Zygoptera (Damselflies) 

 Family : Lestidae (Spread-winged damselflies) 

1 Lestes dorothea Fraser, 1924 Forest Spreadwing Im-«p- -tNcm-¨n-d-I-³- 

2 Lestes elatus Hagen in Selys, 1862 Emerald Spreadwing ]-¨- -tNcm-¨n-d-I-³- 

3 Lestes malabaricus Fraser, 1929 Malabar Spreadwing a-e-_m-À- -tNcm-¨n-d-I-³ 

4 Lestes praemorsus Hagen in Selys, 1862 Sapphire-eyed Spreadwing \o-e-¡-®n- -tNcm-̈ n-d-I-³- 

 Family : Calopterygidae (Broad-winged damselflies) 

5 Vestalis apicalis Selys, 1873 Black-tipped Forest Glory Np-«n-¨n-d-I-³- X-W-Â-̄ p-¼n- 

6 Vestalis gracilis (Rambur, 1842) Clear-winged Forest Glory sNdn-b- X-W-Â-Xp-¼n- 

 Family : Chlorocyphidae (Stream Jewels) 

7 Heliocypha bisignata Hagen in Selys, 1853 Stream Ruby \o-À-am-Wn-Iy-³- 

8 Libellago indica (Fraser, 1928) River Heliodor X-h-f-¡-®-³-Xp-¼n- 

 Family : Euphaeidae (Gossamerwinged damselflies) 

9 Euphaea fraseri (Laidlaw, 1920) Malabar Torrent Dart -sN¦-dp- -̧³- A-cp-hn-b-³- 

 Family : Platycnemididae (White-legged damselflies) 

10 Copera marginipes (Rambur, 1842) Yellow Bush Dart a-ª-¡m-en- ]m-Â-¯p-¼n- 

11 Copera vittata (Selys, 1863) Blue Bush Dart -sN¦m-en- ]m-Â-¯p-¼n- 

12 Elattoneura tetrica (Laidlaw, 1917) Black and Yellow Bambootail a-ª-¡-dp- -̧³- ap-f-hm-e-³- 

13 Prodasineura verticalis (Selys, 1860) Black Bambootail I-cns©¼-³- ap-f-hm-e-³- 

 Family : Coenagrionidae (Narrow-winged damselflies) 

14 Aciagrion occidentale Laidlaw, 1919 Green-striped Slender Dartlet \o-e-¨p-«n- 

15 Agriocnemis pieris Laidlaw, 1919 White Dartlet shÅ-¸p-Â-¨n-¶-³- 

16 Agriocnemis pygmaea (Rambur, 1842) Pygmy Dartlet \m-«p-]p-Â-¨n-¶-³- 

17 Agriocnemis splendidissima Laidlaw, 1919 Splendid Dartlet Im-«p-]p-Â-¨n-¶-³- 

18 Archibasis oscillans (Selys, 1877) Blue-banded Longtail A-cp-hn-¯p-¼n- 

19 Ceriagrion cerinorubellum (Brauer, 1865) Orange-tailed Marsh Dart I-\-Â-hm-e-³- N-Xp- -̧³- 

20 Ceriagrion chromothorax Joshi & Sawant 2019 Sindhudurg Marsh Dart kn-Ôp-Zp-À-Kv N-Xp- -̧³- 

21 Ceriagrion coromandelianum (Fabricius, 1798) Coromandel Marsh Dart \m-«p-N-Xp- -̧³- 

22 Ceriagrion olivaceum aurantiacum Rusty Marsh Dart I-cn-¼-¨-N-Xp- -̧³- 

23 Ceriagrion rubiae Laidlaw, 1916 Orange Marsh Dart Xo-¨-Xp- -̧³- 

24 Ischnura rubilio Selys, 1876 Golden Dartlet a-ª-¸p-Â-am-Wn-Iy-³- 

25 Ischnura senegalensis (Rambur, 1842) Senegal Golden Dartlet \o-e- ]p-Â-am-Wn-Iy-³- 

26 Paracercion calamorum (Ris, 1916) Dusky Lilysquatter Np-«n-hm-e-³- Xm-a-c-¯p-¼n- 

27 Pseudagrion decorum (Rambur, 1842) Green-striped Grass Dart C-f-\o-en- ]q-¯m-en- 

28 Pseudagrion indicum Fraser, 1924 Yellow-striped Grass Dart a-ª-h-c-b-³- ]q-¯m-en- 

29 Pseudagrion malabaricum Fraser, 1924 Jungle Grass Dart Im-«p-]q-¯m-en- 

30 Pseudagrion microcephalum (Rambur, 1842) Blue Grass Dart \m-«p-]q-¯m-en- 

Table 1.Checklist of odonates of Koolikkunn, Kasargode

Libellago indica
X-h-f-¡-®-³-Xp-¼n-
©Muhammed Haneef
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31 Pseudagrion rubriceps Selys, 1876 Saffron-faced Grass Dart -sN½p-J-¸q-¯m-en- 

 Suborder : Anisoptera (Dragonflies) 

 Family : Aeshnidae (Hawkers-Darners) 

32 Anax ephippiger (Burmeister, 1839) Vagrant Emperor Xp-cp-¼-³- Nm-¯-³- 

33 Anax guttatus (Burmeister, 1839) Pale-spotted Emperor a-c-X-I-cm-P-³- 

34 Anax immaculifrons Rambur, 1842 Blue Darner \o-e-cm-P-³-Xp-¼n- 

35 Gynacantha dravida Lieftinck, 1960 Brown Darner kq-Nn-hm-e-³- cms¡mXn-¨n- 

36 Gynacantha millardi Fraser, 1920 Parakeet Darner X-¯-½-¯p-¼n- 

 Family : Gomphidae (Clubtails) 

37 Ictinogomphus rapax (Rambur, 1842) Common Clubtail \m-«p-I-Sp-h- 

38 Paragomphus lineatus (Selys, 1850) Common Hooktail Nq-ï-hm-e-³- I-Sp-h- 

 Family : Libellulidae (Skimmers) 

39 Acisoma panorpoides Rambur, 1842 Trumpet Tail a-Ip-Sn-hm-e-³- 

40 Brachydiplax chalybea Brauer, 1868 Rufous-backed Marsh Hawk X-hn-«psh®o-d-³- 

41 Brachydiplax sobrina (Rambur, 1842) Little Blue Marsh Hawk -sNdpsh®o-d-³- 

42 Brachythemis contaminata (Fabricius, 1793) Ditch Jewel N-§m-Xn-¯p-¼n- 

43 Bradinopyga geminata (Rambur, 1842) Granite Ghost a-Xn-Â-¯p-¼n- 

44 Bradinopyga konkanensis Joshi & Sawant, 2020 Konkan Rockdweller sN¦-Â-¯p-¼n- 

45 Cratilla lineata (Brauer, 1878) Emerald-banded Skimmer Im-«p-]-Xp-§-³ 

46 Crocothemis servilia (Drury, 1773) Ruddy Marsh Skimmer h-b-Â-¯p-¼n- 

47 Diplacodes nebulosa (Fabricius, 1793) Black-tipped Ground Skimmer Np-«n-\n-e-¯-³- 

48 Diplacodes trivialis (Rambur, 1842) Ground Skimmer \m-«p-\n-e-¯-³- 

49 Hydrobasileus croceus (Brauer, 1867) Amber Winged Marsh Glider ]m-ï-³- ]-cp-´-³- 

50 Indothemis carnatica (Fabricius, 1798) Light-tipped Demon I-cn-¼-³- N-c-Â-ap-¯n- 

51 Indothemis limbata (Selys, 1891) Restless demon ]m-ï-³- I-cn-ap-¯-³- 

52 Lathrecista asiatica (Fabricius, 1798) Asiatic Blood-tail -tNmc-hm-e-³-Xp-¼n- 

53 Neurothemis fulvia (Drury, 1773) Fulvous Forest Skimmer Xp-cp-¼-³-Xp-¼n- 

54 Neurothemis intermedia (Rambur, 1842) Ruddy Meadow Skimmer ]p-Â-¯p-cp-¼-³- 

55 Neurothemis tullia (Drury, 1773) Pied Paddy Skimmer kzm-an-¯p-¼n- 

56 Orthetrum chrysis (Selys, 1891) Brown-backed Red Marsh Hawk -sN´-hn-S-³- hym-fn- 

57 Orthetrum glaucum (Brauer, 1865) Blue Marsh Hawk \o-e-hym-fn- 

58 Orthetrum luzonicum (Brauer, 1868) Tri-coloured Marsh Hawk {Xn-h-À-®-³- hym-fn- 

59 Orthetrum pruinosum (Burmeister, 1839) Crimson-tailed Marsh Hawk ]-hn-g-hm-e-³- hym-fn- 

60 Orthetrum sabina (Drury, 1770) Green Marsh Hawk ]-¨-hym-fn- 

61 Pantala flavescens (Fabricius, 1798) Wandering Glider Xp-em-¯p-¼n- 

62 Potamarcha congener (Rambur, 1842) Yellow-tailed Ashy Skimmer ]p-Ån-hm-e-³-Xp-¼n- 

63 Rhodothemis rufa (Rambur, 1842) Rufous Marsh Glider -sN¼-³-Xp-¼n- 

64 Rhyothemis triangularis Kirby, 1889 Lesser Blue Wing I-cn-\o-e-¨n-d-I-³- 

65 Rhyothemis variegata (Linnaeus, 1763) Common Picturewing Hm-W-¯p-¼n- 
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66 Tetrathemis platyptera Selys, 1878 Pigmy Skimmer Ip-Å-³-Xp-¼n- 

67 Tholymis tillarga (Fabricius, 1798) Coral-tailed Cloudwing ]-hn-g-hm-e-³- 

68 Tramea basilaris (Palisot de Beauvois, 1817) Red Marsh Trotter -sN¼-³- ]-cp-´-³- 

69 Tramea limbata (Desjardins, 1832) Black Marsh Trotter I-cn-¼-³- ]-cp-´-³- 

70 Trithemis aurora (Burmeister, 1839) Crimson Marsh Glider kn-µq-c-¯p-¼n- 

71 Trithemis festiva (Rambur, 1842) Black Stream Glider Im-À-¯p-¼n- 

72 Trithemis pallidinervis (Kirby, 1889) Long-legged Marsh Glider Im-äm-Sn-¯p-¼n- 

73 Urothemis signata (Rambur, 1842) Greater Crimson Glider ]m-ï-³- h-b-ÂsX¿-³- 

74 Zyxomma petiolatum Rambur, 1842 Brown Dusk Hawk kq-Nn-hm-e-³- kÔym-̄ p-¼n- 

 

31 Pseudagrion rubriceps Selys, 1876 Saffron-faced Grass Dart -sN½p-J-¸q-¯m-en- 

 Suborder : Anisoptera (Dragonflies) 

 Family : Aeshnidae (Hawkers-Darners) 

32 Anax ephippiger (Burmeister, 1839) Vagrant Emperor Xp-cp-¼-³- Nm-¯-³- 

33 Anax guttatus (Burmeister, 1839) Pale-spotted Emperor a-c-X-I-cm-P-³- 

34 Anax immaculifrons Rambur, 1842 Blue Darner \o-e-cm-P-³-Xp-¼n- 

35 Gynacantha dravida Lieftinck, 1960 Brown Darner kq-Nn-hm-e-³- cms¡mXn-¨n- 

36 Gynacantha millardi Fraser, 1920 Parakeet Darner X-¯-½-¯p-¼n- 

 Family : Gomphidae (Clubtails) 

37 Ictinogomphus rapax (Rambur, 1842) Common Clubtail \m-«p-I-Sp-h- 

38 Paragomphus lineatus (Selys, 1850) Common Hooktail Nq-ï-hm-e-³- I-Sp-h- 

 Family : Libellulidae (Skimmers) 

39 Acisoma panorpoides Rambur, 1842 Trumpet Tail a-Ip-Sn-hm-e-³- 

40 Brachydiplax chalybea Brauer, 1868 Rufous-backed Marsh Hawk X-hn-«psh®o-d-³- 

41 Brachydiplax sobrina (Rambur, 1842) Little Blue Marsh Hawk -sNdpsh®o-d-³- 

42 Brachythemis contaminata (Fabricius, 1793) Ditch Jewel N-§m-Xn-¯p-¼n- 

43 Bradinopyga geminata (Rambur, 1842) Granite Ghost a-Xn-Â-¯p-¼n- 

44 Bradinopyga konkanensis Joshi & Sawant, 2020 Konkan Rockdweller sN¦-Â-¯p-¼n- 

45 Cratilla lineata (Brauer, 1878) Emerald-banded Skimmer Im-«p-]-Xp-§-³ 

46 Crocothemis servilia (Drury, 1773) Ruddy Marsh Skimmer h-b-Â-¯p-¼n- 

47 Diplacodes nebulosa (Fabricius, 1793) Black-tipped Ground Skimmer Np-«n-\n-e-¯-³- 

48 Diplacodes trivialis (Rambur, 1842) Ground Skimmer \m-«p-\n-e-¯-³- 

49 Hydrobasileus croceus (Brauer, 1867) Amber Winged Marsh Glider ]m-ï-³- ]-cp-´-³- 

50 Indothemis carnatica (Fabricius, 1798) Light-tipped Demon I-cn-¼-³- N-c-Â-ap-¯n- 

51 Indothemis limbata (Selys, 1891) Restless demon ]m-ï-³- I-cn-ap-¯-³- 

52 Lathrecista asiatica (Fabricius, 1798) Asiatic Blood-tail -tNmc-hm-e-³-Xp-¼n- 

53 Neurothemis fulvia (Drury, 1773) Fulvous Forest Skimmer Xp-cp-¼-³-Xp-¼n- 

54 Neurothemis intermedia (Rambur, 1842) Ruddy Meadow Skimmer ]p-Â-¯p-cp-¼-³- 

55 Neurothemis tullia (Drury, 1773) Pied Paddy Skimmer kzm-an-¯p-¼n- 

56 Orthetrum chrysis (Selys, 1891) Brown-backed Red Marsh Hawk -sN´-hn-S-³- hym-fn- 

57 Orthetrum glaucum (Brauer, 1865) Blue Marsh Hawk \o-e-hym-fn- 

58 Orthetrum luzonicum (Brauer, 1868) Tri-coloured Marsh Hawk {Xn-h-À-®-³- hym-fn- 

59 Orthetrum pruinosum (Burmeister, 1839) Crimson-tailed Marsh Hawk ]-hn-g-hm-e-³- hym-fn- 

60 Orthetrum sabina (Drury, 1770) Green Marsh Hawk ]-¨-hym-fn- 

61 Pantala flavescens (Fabricius, 1798) Wandering Glider Xp-em-¯p-¼n- 

62 Potamarcha congener (Rambur, 1842) Yellow-tailed Ashy Skimmer ]p-Ån-hm-e-³-Xp-¼n- 

63 Rhodothemis rufa (Rambur, 1842) Rufous Marsh Glider -sN¼-³-Xp-¼n- 

64 Rhyothemis triangularis Kirby, 1889 Lesser Blue Wing I-cn-\o-e-¨n-d-I-³- 

65 Rhyothemis variegata (Linnaeus, 1763) Common Picturewing Hm-W-¯p-¼n- 

References:    
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NEWEST Protosticta FROM THE WESTERN 

GHATS NAMED TO FOREWARN 

ECOLOGICAL ARMAGEDDON

A small reedtail damselfly (Protosticta 

species) photographed by Reji Chandran  

from Ponmudi in the southern Western 

Ghats has turned out to be a new species. Dr. 

Pankaj Koparde and his team from MIT World 

Peace University that included researchers Arajush 

Payra and Ameya Deshpande, joined forces 

with Reji to describe the 15th Protosticta species 

from the Western Ghats. It has been christened 

Protosticta armageddonia to call attention to the 

human-induced ‘insect apocalypse’ that could lead 

to an ‘ecological armageddon’. The Armageddon 

Reedtail, as its common name goes, is most similar 

The scientific curiosity of David Raju 

coupled with the diligence of Vivek 

Chandran led to the discovery of the Red-

rumped Hawklet (Epithemis wayanadensis), which 

got the seal of approval via molecular studies 

undertaken by Zeeshan Mirza. The discovery is 

remarkable, because for over a hundred years, 

REVOLUTIONARY DISCOVERY OF 

A SECOND Epithemis SPECIES FROM 

WAYANAD

to Protosticta anamalaica described from the 

Anamalai hills in 2022, but can be distinguished 

by the structure of prothorax and anal appendages. 

The new species was found at an altitude of 900 

metres above mean sea level, perched on shrubs 

very close to the ground under evergreen canopy, 

near small brooks. The study was published in the 

International Journal of Odonatology.

Reference: 

https://doi.org/10.48156/1388.2023.1917043   

Protosticta armageddonia
-s]mSn- \n-g-Â-¯p-¼n----

©Reji Chandran              

Epithemis wayanadensis
-h-b-\m-S-³- Xo-¡-dp-¸-³-
©Vivek Chandran        
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KEY TO THE Lestes SPECIES OF THE 

WESTERN GHATS UPDATED

the Ruby-tailed Hawklet (Epithemis mariae) was 

considered to be the only species in its genus. 

The new species has a darker black ground colour 

and much restricted blood red colour on its back. 

In the adult form, the male lacks the pale yellow 

antehumeral stripes which are distinctly visible 

in the Ruby-tailed Hawklet. The species was 

first recorded from a forest marsh adjacent to 

the Pookode lake in Wayanad, a famous tourist 

destination. It is believed to be highly seasonal 

with adults seen on the wing only in October. The 

study was published in the Journal of Asia-Pacific 

Biodiversity of Elsevier Publications.

Reference: 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.japb.2023.08.006 

Researchers Shantanu Joshi, Dattaprasad 

Sawant, Akshay Dalvi, Yogesh Koli, 

Muhammed Haneef (SOS member), 

Rajesh Sanap and Krushnamegh Kunte teamed up 

and conducted a multi-state study which resulted 

in an updated key to the nine described Lestes 

species found in the Western Ghats. The key for 

males relies on markings on thorax and structure 

of anal appendages. The key for females is almost 

wholly based on markings on thorax. The team also 

rediscovered the enigmatic Lestes nigriceps from 

India after a gap of 98 years. The researchers have 

also concluded that there is no sufficient evidence to 

consider the population of Lestes patricia recorded 

from Maharashtra as a separate subspecies and have 

synonymized Lestes patricia taamrpatti Bhakare, 

Bhoite & Pawar, 2020 with Lestes patricia Fraser, 

1924 as a consequence. The study was published in 

the International Journal of Odonatology.

Reference: 

https://doi.org/10.48156/1388.2023.1917217

Lestes nigriceps
©David Raju       

UNKNOWN FEMALE OF THE RARE 

GOMPHID Davidioides martini DESCRIBED

Researchers Kalesh Sadasivan, Vinayan 

P. Nair, Subash Pulikkal, Sabari Janaki 

and Abraham Samuel have collected 

and described the female of Davidioides martini 

Fraser, 1924. This monotypic species endemic to 

the Western Ghats was described based on a single 

male specimen collected from North Malabar. Aside 

from a few patchy records, not much information 

was available on it until now. The researchers have 

given a detailed description of the male alongside 

the first description of the female, and discussed its 

Davidioides martini
©E Kunhikrishnan      
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LARVA OF Platylestes platystylus 

IDENTIFIED AND DESCRIBED

Researchers have identified, reared and 

described the larva of the rare damselfly, 

Platylestes platystylus from the Kole 

wetlands in Kerala. We still do not have descriptions 

of larvae of many Indian species, which is a 

hindrance in using them as bioindicators. The genus 

Platylestes has four described species distributed 

in Asia and this is the first larval description for 

the genus. Platylestes platystylus is a spreadwing 

damselfly that is patchily distributed in India and 

it has only been recently recorded from Kerala. 

As part of their study, the researchers, Vivek 

Chandran. A and Subin K. Jose from Christ College 

(Autonomous), Irinjalakuda, and Prosenjit Dawn 

from Shyampur Siddheswari Mahavidyalaya, West 

Bengal, collected a larva from Srayilkadavu, a part 

of the Kole wetlands in Kerala. Upon suspecting it to 

be the undescribed larva of Platylestes platystylus, 

they reared it in the laboratory and when the adult 

emerged, the species identity was confirmed. The 

exuvia was dissected to study its mouthparts. The 

study, funded by the Directorate of Environment 

and Climate Change, Government of Kerala, has 

been published in Zootaxa. 

Reference: 

https://doi.org/10.11646/zootaxa.5380.6.6

taxonomic position. They also observed that egg-

laying of this species occurs in clear water of small 

pools fed by seepages of forest streams during the 

pre-monsoon season. The authors opine that this 

rare gomphid is restricted to the mid-elevation 

hills (400m-900 m) of the Nilgiri-Coorg region of 

the Western Ghats, and that the records from south 

of the Palghat Gap and Nepal need confirmation. 

The paper has been published in the International 

Journal of Odonatology.

Reference: 

https://doi.org/10.48156/1388.2023.1917211

Larva of Platylestes platystylus
©Vivek Chandran       

FIRST DESCRIPTION OF MALE 

Macrogomphus wynaadicus GIVEN 100 YEARS 

AFTER ITS DISCOVERY

Wayanad Bowtail (Macrogomphus 

wynaadicus) is a dragonfly endemic 

to the Western Ghats, first described 

by the British naturalist F. C. Fraser in 1924. The 

description was based on a single female collected 

from Masinagudi, now in Tamil Nadu. Although 

Fraser himself, and several researchers after him, 

had seen male individuals of this species, none 

had given a taxonomic description of it. This gap 

Platylestes platystylus
©Vivek Chandran       
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in knowledge has now been filled with researchers 

giving a complete description of male Wayanad 

Bowtail based on specimens collected from Kerala, 

Tamil Nadu, and Goa. The new description has 

removed a major hurdle in describing new species 

in this group of dragonflies. The researchers, 

Vivek Chandran A, Dr. Subin K. Jose, Dr. Bijoy. 

C, and Parag Rangnekar published the study in 

Odonatologica.

Reference: 

https://doi.org/10.60024/odon.v52i3-4.a8

WAYANAD WILDLIFE SANCTUARY IS 

HOME FOR 85 SPECIES OF ODONATES

Indolestes pulcherrimus
©Vivek Chandran       

Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary, 

renowned for its elephants and 

tigers, also hosts a rich diversity 

of dragonflies and damselflies, as the latest study 

shows. The study was focused on the waterbodies 

spread across the four ranges of the sanctuary. While 

the ponds, which are mostly waterholes dug and 

maintained by the forest department, had the greatest 

diversity of these insects, the forest streams hosted 

more endemic species. Although not many species 

were recorded from the swamps, the study recognises 

their importance in maintaining the integrity of the 

former two types of ecosystems. In the study, rare 

species such as Coorg False Spreadwing (Indolestes 

pulcherrimus) and Restless Demon (Indothemis 

limbata) were recorded.  The study team included 

Muneer P. K. of Ferns Nature Conservation Society, 

the then Wildlife Warden of the sanctuary, Narendra 

Babu. S, and two researchers from the Environmental 

Science department of Christ College (Autonomous), 

Irinjalakuda, Vivek Chandran. A and Dr. Subin K. 

Jose. The study was published in the International 

Journal of Tropical Insect Science.

Reference: 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s42690-023-01135-y

BREEDING OF Hemicordulia asiatica 

RECORDED FROM THE PLAINS

Asian Emerald (Hemicordulia asiatica) is 

one of only two species of Corduliidae 

occurring in India and is very rarely 

encountered. In the latest paper published in 

Macrogomphus wynaadicus
©Vivek Chandran       

Indothemis limbata
©Vivek Chandran       
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Hemicordulia asiatica
©abc       

Notulae Odonatologicae, Vivek Chandran, K. 

J. Rison, Muhammed Haneef, Raju Kidoor, and 

Mohammed Ramees have compiled the occurrence 

records of the species in India. Till date, breeding of 

the species was recorded only from montane lakes 

and pools of mountain streams. The authors report 

its breeding from domestic wells in the plains of 

Kerala. The study shows that human-made water 

bodies can act as ‘stepping stones’ for certain 

odonate species in mosaic landscapes of natural 

and human-modified habitats.

Reference: 

https://doi.org/10.60024/nodo.v10i2.a2
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Dragons in the landscape

Balachandran V

	 One of the most painful sights in Kerala is the 

alarming depletion of water bodies. Indifferent and 

insensitive, we have continued to landfill or pollute 

our waterbodies and wetlands. Nondegradable wastes 

choke our urban wetlands. Forests are converted to 

tea/coffee/rubber/other cash crops and paddy fields 

filled to raise coconut farms or banana plantations 

which later on became residential areas and so on.

	 Long ago I went on a bike ride through the rural, 

hilly parts of Trivandrum district -Nedumangadu, 

Aryanad, etc. Beautiful lowland hills all looking 

so monotonous and glum with Rubber plantations. 

Monstrous concrete bungalows garishly painted 

glared on the roadside, evidence of the former boom 

of rubber trade. I noticed a pond by the side of the 

road. I stopped and went down to the banks of the 

pond. In that microhabitat, I found many species of 

dragonflies. Common as well as uncommon. Here is 

one of the prettiest dragonflies in Kerala, Rhyothemis 

triangularis! This is a female. R. triangularis is 

smaller than the average dragonfly.

	 The presence of the dragonfly is the evidence 

of the last oases of nature, struggling to survive. Let 

us not turn our lands as barren and loveless as our 

hearts…

	 The great landscape photographer Ansel 

Adams said: “When words become unclear, I shall 

focus with photographs. When images become 

inadequate, I shall be content with silence.”

Balachandran.V.
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